
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headteacher’s Newsletter 
July 2019 

 
Dear Parents, 
Today brings an end to the academic year at Highgate Primary, 
with the July newsletter confirming that it’s been a very busy 
last three weeks….. 
 

West Side Story 

 
The Year 6 production of West Side Story was wonderful and 
everyone should be incredibly proud of what they have 
achieved. So much is gained from participating in a show; 
teamwork, determination, courage and lasting memories. The 
singing was exceptionally high quality this year and the audience 
loved it. A huge thank you to Hilla for producing and directing, 
to the brilliant band (especially the drummer) and to all the staff 
and parents who helped with costumes, hair, make up and all 
the backstage shenanigans! 
 
Summer Art Show 

 

Our Summer Art Show was once again a huge success with so 
many exquisite pieces of work including lino-printed bird boxes 
and a beautiful series entitled ‘Under the microscope’. 
Congratulations to all the talented children who displayed such 
creative flair this year and thank you to Johanna for motivating 
many artistic minds.  
 
BBC World Service 

 
We are so proud to feature in the BBC World Service series, 
People Fixing the World. You can listen and watch the 
accompanying film by visiting our website here: 
https://www.highgateprimaryschool.co.uk/story-of-the-
week/bbc-world-service 
 
Year 3 Celtic Harmony Trip 

 
Our Year 3 children went back in time to experience what life 
would have been like in the Stone Age during a visit to Celtic 
Harmony Camp. The children learnt how to make shelters, 
hunt and forage for food, prepare and cook food without even 
a metal cooking pot. Learning how to make spear heads by 
knapping flint and preparing an animal hide were true 
highlights.     
 
Year 5 at Stoke-by-Nayland 

 
 



 

Our Year 5 children loved their trip to Stoke-by-Nayland to 
visit their friends at this lovely village school in Suffolk. 
Sketching ‘Constable Country’ at Flatford Mill, visiting the 
church, making new friends - even the school dogs enjoyed 
playing together! A very special trip for everyone. 
 
Year 1 at Kew Gardens  

 
To enrich their Allotment topic, Year 1 enjoyed a magical trip 
to discover more about plants at Kew Gardens. The delight on 
their faces shows what a fun day it was in the sunshine. 
 
Sport  

 
It’s been a hugely successful year in Sport at Highgate Primary 
with many best ever results for both the girls and the boys, 
culminating in our Year 5 football team finishing 4th out of 30 
schools in a Haringey tournament. Many thanks to Rob and Kat 
for all their inspiration, not to mention organising four fantastic 
Sports Days. Look out for the new, exciting, before-school 
sport programme to be announced in September.  
 
Moving On 
After 18 years at Highgate Primary, Ruth Vince has made the 
decision to take up the challenge of Headship, taking over at St 
Augustine’s, Kilburn. During her time here, Ruth has been an 
outstanding teacher, has led most areas of the curriculum, been 
an excellent school governor and an outstanding deputy - 
providing brilliant support and leadership of the school during 
my recent secondment.  
  
We will also be saying goodbye to another of our senior 
leaders, Oliver Parsons, who leaves to take up an assistant 
headship. Ollie started at Highgate Primary as a student and six 
years on, leaves us as a highly regarded member of the school’s 
leadership team. Like Ruth, Ollie has been an excellent class 

teacher and governor, however I suspect his legacy will be his 
commitment to tackling environmental issues through the 
school’s Green Council.  
  
Our third leaver is Kim Slater, who after 34 years teaching, 16 
of which have been at Highgate Primary, has taken the decision 
to retire. These days Kim is perhaps better known for her 
fantastic work in the Family Centre, leading the very popular 
‘Playing Together’ course. However, during her time here Kim 
has also been an excellent class teacher, a specialist teacher 
supporting children new to English and the school’s leader for 
parental partnership. We wish her all the best for the coming 
years. 
  
Thank you from the PSA 
Thank you to everyone involved in this year’s PSA events. 
We’ve had another successful year raising £27,000 and we 
couldn’t have done it without you. We are looking forward to 
next year and really need as many volunteers as possible please. 
Everyone is welcome to our Friday morning meetings after 
drop off in the Family Centre. Come along and help make a 
difference for all our children.  
 
Clubs 
A new Spanish Club will begin in the autumn for Years 2-6. 
For the full after-school club timetable, please visit the school’s 
website here: 
https://www.highgateprimaryschool.co.uk/extended-school-
day/after-school-clubs 
 
Open Evening for Prospective Parents 
Our Open Evening for Prospective Parents will be held on 
Tuesday 24th September at 6pm. Do spread the word to friends 
and family with pre-school children. It will be a chance for 
prospective parents to meet me, the Early Years Teachers, have 
a tour of the school and taste the homemade school food. 
 
Meet the Parents  
If you are interested in learning more about our local secondary 
schools, the annual ‘Meet the Parents’ event will take place on 
Wednesday September 25th from 6.00 - 7.00pm at Highgate 
Primary. Families from the local secondaries will be here to give 
you information about their school experience. Parents from all 
year groups are welcome at this invaluable event. 
 
I hope you all have a fantastic summer and I look forward to 
seeing you on Tuesday 3rd September. Happy Holiday! 
 
With best wishes 
 

William 
 
William Dean 
Headteacher 


