
 

Headteacher: William Dean Highgate Primary School, Storey Road, London N6 4ED 

tel: 020 8340 7023  |  fax: 020 8341 6266  |  www.highgateprimaryschool.co.uk  |  office@highgateprimaryschool.co.uk 

 

 
18th April 2017 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
We hope you had a wonderful Easter holiday and that a well-earned rest has been enjoyed.  
 
Our new topic is: From Source to Sea. The theme of this topic is an in-depth study of rivers. 
 
Mental Maths 
In mental maths this half term, the children will be focusing their attention on the following key areas:  

• telling the time 
• solving one and two-step problems involving calculation of time and time intervals 
• reading timetables and time using 12 and 24 hour clock notation 
• using a calendar to calculate time intervals 
• multiplying and dividing larger numbers 
• using place value to multiply and divide numbers with one decimal place e.g. 0.8 × 7, 4.8 ÷ 6 
• adding, subtracting, doubling and halving decimals to 2 decimal places 
• using knowledge of place value to derive sums and differences, doubles and halves 
• revision of all times table and division facts. 

 
Maths 
During the main learning in maths, the children will be studying the following four areas:  

• Addition and subtraction using the column methods for addition and subtraction to two decimal places 
• Perimeter and area - we will be teaching the children to estimate, measure and calculate the perimeter of 

regular and irregular polygons, including rectilinear shapes, and the area of irregular shapes, whilst expressing 
calculations algebraically 

• Patterns and Equivalence statements - the children will look for patterns and identify the rule 
• Long multiplication and the short method of division will be taught 

 
English 
The children will begin their English topic by focusing on non-fiction information texts. This includes learning how to 
précis (summarise) these types of text through developing reading inference skills and understanding of how to 
extract key information. The children will then use this information to prepare a number of short presentations linked 
to the topic.   
 
This will then be followed by learning about explanation texts. The children will learn how to construct an explanation 
text that clearly and succinctly explains how something works.  
 
The English topic will conclude with stories by significant authors, with particular focus on ‘Floodland’ by Marcus 
Sedgewick. 
 
Reading  
As always, please keep up with your child’s reading at home. We work really hard at school to support the children to 
develop their reading skills. However, it is important to practise at home, reading for pleasure for at least 30 minutes 
each day. This is an opportunity for the children to read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts. Children need to 
record their comments every day in their reading diary. We also ask parents to complete a comment at least once a 
week.  
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Geography 
The children will learn to describe and understand the main physical features of a river and how a river affects the 
local area and the way people live. We will also study how it impacts on: land use, transport, trade, irrigation, flooding, 
and soil fertility. Year 5 will be investigating how a river shapes its landscape by studying the physical processes of river 
erosion, transportation and how these processes shape the landscape. We will look at the Grand Canyon and Welsh 
valleys including Pendarren in preparation for the children’s visit later this year.  
 
We will continue to use maps, atlases, globes and digital mapping to name and locate major world rivers. The children 
will also study the key topographical features of map work (mountains, coasts, oceans) and will need to begin to locate 
countries and name the continents. If you have time, please find a blank map and test your child to see if they can 
create countries, capital cities, identify the tropics and even find places using lines of longitude and latitude.   
 
Citizenship 
The focus in Citizenship for this half term will be for children to understand the importance of water to society and 
the need to conserve water, whilst seeing the importance of collective action. 
 
Philosophy 
In Philosophy, the discussions will come from stimuli based around the importance of water. As with all Philosophy 
discussions, the outcome can be very different depending on where the children take the lesson and which question 
they choose. 
 
History 
The children will be studying the history of the River Thames and its tributaries, including the River Fleet and River 
Lea. There is an archaeological field trip to the Thames planned, as well as a visit to the Dockland’s Museum in the 
East End of London. There will also be plenty of opportunities for the children to make links with previous learning in 
Year 3, when the children studied the Ancient Egyptians, focusing on the importance of the river Nile. 
 
Science 
The children will learn about the Water cycle, and take part in science investigations linked to the topic of Changing 
State. Additionally, the children will learn to identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction that act 
between moving surfaces. There will be many opportunities for the children to take part in science experiments and 
learn how to record their investigation methodically.   
 
PSHE and Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) 
This half term will focus on the importance of ‘speaking out to stay safe’ and positive mental health. The children will 
also consider what makes a healthy relationship and understand the similarities and differences between friendships 
and intimate relationships.  
 
Art  
The children will investigate how water is represented in art. They will study the works of Seurat and his painting 
‘Bathers at Asnières’ as well as Monet’s ‘Water lilies’. Both paintings are on display at the National Gallery in Trafalgar 
square with no visiting charge. 
 
RE  
We will be looking at the significance of water in the major religions. 
 
Mandarin 
We are continuing this term with twice-weekly Mandarin lessons. The children will be taking an internationally 
recognised qualification this term.  
 
PE 
The PE for this half term is striking and fielding games. Please encourage your child to practise their throwing and 
catching skills, as well as batting skills. Please make sure that your child has a suitable PE kit in school. PE Lessons will 
take place on Tuesday and Thursday, whatever the weather outside. 
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Home Learning  
As with all half terms, we are encouraging the children to develop their knowledge and skills through home-learning 
projects. This is an opportunity for your child to explore an aspect of the topic ‘Rivers’ and produce something of 
which they can be really proud. Examples of projects include making a PowerPoint presentation, creating a science 
investigation, making a model, producing a short film or creating a book. 
 
We will continue to send a Maths and English activity home with the children each Friday in their homework books. It 
will reflect what we have been doing that week in school. Please support your child with the activity and bring the 
homework books back on a Wednesday, so we have time to look at them and comment in them.  
 
Trips 
The first trip this half term will be visiting the River Thames (see below for dates). As a Year group, we shall also be 
visiting Highgate School, to attend an author visit by David Walliams (which the children are very excited about).  
 
Volunteers 
If you are an expert or enthusiast in the area of rivers, or know someone who is, we would welcome you into Year 5 
to come in and share your knowledge with the class. Please do get in touch and inform us about any ideas that you 
have. Additionally, please let us know if you are aware of any opportunities outside of school that will enrich the topic.  
 
School lunches 
We are sure that many of you sampled our school meals during our parent’s consultations evening. Please speak to 
the school office if you would like your child to switch to school meals. The new menu, which can be found on the 
school website, is very popular amongst children and staff. All of the food is cooked from fresh ingredients and the 
children are becoming more adventurous all the time; trying new things and discovering how much they like them.  
 
With very best wishes 
 
 
The Year 5 Team 
 

Key Dates 

Date  

Wednesday 19th April Children return to school 

Thursday 4th May Trip to the River Thames London Beach 

Wednesday 17th May David Walliams author visit at Highgate School 

Thursday 25th May Trip to Docklands Museum 

Friday 26th May  Last day of the half term 

 
 


