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6th June 2017 

 
Dear Parents, 
 

Year 5 Newsletter Summer 2 
 
We hope you had a wonderful half term holiday and that your child has enjoyed a well-earned rest, ready to start 
their final half term. 
 
Our new topic is, ‘A Village School’. The theme of this topic is a comparative study of the life and culture of a city 
school, compared to that of a smaller village school.  
 
Maths 
During the main learning in maths, the children will be studying a range of mathematical concepts. In the first two 
weeks, we will look at a range of mathematical movements which will involve identifying, describing and representing 
the position of a shape following a reflection, translation and other transformations, using the appropriate language, to 
discover that the shape has not changed. The children will build on their understanding of calculating fractions, 
decimals and percentages, focusing on: adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator and denominators 
that are multiples of the same number, multiplying proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole numbers, supported 
by materials and diagrams, solving problems which require knowing percentage and decimal equivalents of 1/2, 

1/4, 
1/5, 

2/5, 
4/5 and those fractions with a denominator of a multiple of 10 or 25. 

 
Later in the term, the children will be solving a range of mathematical problems involving numbers with up to three 
decimal places and handling a range of data in involve solving comparison, sum and difference problems using 
information presented in a line graph. 
 
English 
A number of different genres will be investigated over this half term. There will be an emphasis on proof-reading for 
spelling and punctuation errors in which the children will learn the process of drafting, redrafting in order to create a 
final piece. The children will begin their English topic by focusing on formal and impersonal writing. They will consider 
a range of texts that compare the two styles and design a prospectus for Highgate Primary School.  
 
We will then move on to focusing on persuasive texts. This includes learning how to identify statements of fact and 
opinion and how to use rhetorical devices.  They will then have an opportunity to use these skills in a range of 
engaging debates and presentations. This will be followed by exploring different types of poetry in the form of Haikus. 
Building on their prior knowledge of poetry, the children will develop their understanding of rhythm, rhyme, structure 
and use of figurative language.  They will then compose their own Haiku using their experience and understanding of 
Stoke By Nayland, as a source of inspiration.  
 
The English topic will conclude with a final look at the genre of Narratives using stories based on a school setting. The 
children will explore key texts, including ‘Sideways Stories From Wayside High’ by Louis Sachler, ‘Matilda’ by Roald 
Dahl and ‘The Lottie Project’ by Jacqueline Wilson. 
 
Handwriting 
The children will continue to write in pen for most of their written work with the expectation that all written work 
should be completed in joined cursive handwriting that is legible and of a consistent size. This emphasis on fluency is 
important in order for children to write two to three A4 pages during extended writing tasks each week. We aim to 
maintain high expectations of presentation, so please encourage your child to take pride in their work. 
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Reading  
As always, please keep up with your child’s reading at home. We work really hard at school to support the children to 
develop their reading skills, however it is important to practise at home, reading for pleasure for at least 30 minutes 
each day. This is an opportunity for the children to read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts. Children need to 
record their comments every day in their reading diary. We also ask parents to complete a comment at least once a 
week, if possible.  
 
Geography 
The topic this term focuses on using Geography skills and knowledge to compare regional and local areas of the UK, 
with an emphasis on London and Stoke-by-Nayland in East Anglia. This includes using map skills to draw physical 
comparisons, as well as considering human geographical differences.  
 
The skills developed in the classroom, will then be applied in fieldwork during the trip to Stoke-by-Nayland. This will 
include observational studies and recording human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketching maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  
 
Finally, the children will be using their knowledge and experience to design and create a guide to Stoke-by-Nayland, 
that will include key areas such as jobs, education, land-use, transport, buildings, size and leisure facilities 
 
Philosophy 
In Philosophy, the discussions will come from stimuli based upon human geography comparisons. As with all 
philosophy discussions, the outcome can be very different depending on where the children take the lesson and which 
question they choose. 
 
History 
The topic this term involves an historical enquiry into Henry VIII’s decision to abolish the monasteries. This includes 
investigating the Saxon monastery which was founded in Stoke-by-Nayland during the time of King Edmund by Earl 
Alfgar, who died in 948. 
 
Art  
The children will investigate the works of John Constable and use his paintings as a source of inspiration for their own 
works.  The children will also conduct an observational study during their trip to Stoke-by-Nayland.  
 
RE  
The children will be visiting St Mary’s Church in Stoke-by-Nayland, identifying and recognising main architectural 
features of a church, and learning about the role the church plays within the community. 
 
Mandarin 
We are continuing this term with twice-weekly Mandarin lessons.  
 
PE 
The PE for this half term will involve gymnastics, striking and fielding and, in preparation for the school sports day, 
athletics.  There will be a focus on developing athletic fitness, ensuring that the children understand the importance 
and benefits of exercise as part of a healthy lifestyle.  
 
Please make sure that your child has a suitable PE kit in school. PE Lessons will take place on Tuesday mornings and 
Thursday afternoons, whatever the weather outside. 
 
Please consider looking for opportunities for your chid to take up sport outside of school. We have many sporting 
opportunities in the area that children could take part in.  
 
Home Learning  
As with all half terms, we are encouraging the children to make the most of home-learning projects and produce 
something of which they can be really proud. This term is an opportunity for your child to explore their local area, 
and compare it to a different area of the country where either family or friends live. The project is open ended and 
can be presented in any form, for example a presentation, a model, a short film or a book. 
 
We will continue to send a Maths and English activity home with the children each Friday in their homework books 
which will reflect what we have been doing that week in school. Please support your child with the activity and bring 
the homework books back on a Wednesday so we have time to look at them and comment on them before Friday.  
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School lunches 
The new menu, which can be found on the school website, continues to prove very popular amongst children and 
staff. Please speak to the school office if you would like your child to switch to school meals. All the food is cooked 
from fresh ingredients and the children are becoming more adventurous all the time; trying new things and discovering 
how much they like them.  
 
Volunteers 
If you think you can share an experience about attending a school that differs to the culture or ethos of Highgate 
Primary School, or know someone who has, we would welcome you into Year 5 to come in and share your 
knowledge with the class. Please do get in touch and inform us about any ideas that you have. Additionally, please let 
us know if you are aware of any opportunities outside of school that will enrich the topic.  
 
 
With very best wishes 
 
Billie and Nick 
 

Key Dates 

Date  

Friday 16th June 5BJD Class assembly 

Thursday 22nd June Junior Sports Day 

Friday 23rd June 5NL Class assembly 

Saturday 1st July The Summer Fair 

Friday 14th July Reports circulated 

Monday 17th July Children meet next year’s teacher 

Tuesday 18th July  Open Evening: 4.00 to 6.30 pm 

Friday 21st July Last day of term  

 
 


