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21st February 2017  
Dear Parents, 
 
We hope you had a wonderful February holiday and that your child has enjoyed a well-earned rest, ready 
to start the new term. By now, I am sure your child has come back with terrifying stories of their In Day in 
a terribly haunted classroom. Hopefully, the children are managing to get a good night’s sleep once again! 
 
Topic 
Our topic ‘The Ghosts of Highgate Past’ is a local based historical topic that provides an exciting start to 
Spring 2. The children will study Highgate village’s place geographically and its place historically. We will be 
investigating the Highwaymen that plagued our local area during the 17th and 18th Century, most notably 
Dick Turpin. Much of our English in Spring 2 will be based on the narrative poem The Highwayman by 
Alfred Noyes. This is an excellent poem and one that you must read. The children will be studying 
significant figures including Karl Marx, the writer Douglas Adams and the artist Patrick Caulfield. 
Philosophy, RE, Citizenship, DT and Art are all linked into the topic. In-between all the fun, there will be 
plenty of time to share ghost stories and perhaps even write a few. If any of you are keen to come in and 
share an appropriate ghost story with the children, you are very welcome to do so.  
 
Mental Maths 
In mental maths we will be focusing our attention on the following three key areas: 

• All times table and division facts 
• Mental addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 
• Equivalence of fractions and decimals 

 
Maths 
As we move further into Year 5, the Maths becomes more exciting and a huge amount of the learning 
relies on times table knowledge. The expectation is that children should be able to complete the 10 by 10 
times tables GRID in under 3 minutes, and the children should know all their times tables up to 12 x 12, 
with instant recall. If you would like copies of the times tables GRID, don’t hesitate to ask.  
 
During the main learning in maths the children will be studying the following 6 areas:  

• Exploring fractions, decimals and percentages 
• Measuring space: conversions 
• Measuring space: problem solving and scaling 
• Investigating angles 
• Long multiplication and short division 

 
English 
This half term the children will be focusing on classic British narrative poetry in the form of Kipling’s ‘The 
Smuggler’s song’ and ‘The Highwayman’ by Alfred Noyes. The children will be immersed into the world of 
Highwaymen through in-depth study of the texts, as well as making local links with notorious outlaws.  
They will be investigating how language, structure and presentation of the poem, The Highwayman, 
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contribute to meaning and evaluate how poets use language, including figurative language, considering 
impact on the reader.  There will be plenty of opportunity for performing poetry as well as drawing 
inferences, such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justify 
inferences with evidence. 
 
Our second unit within this term is the Film narrative unit. The children will have the opportunity to 
recommend films that they have viewed to their peers, giving reasons for their choices, whilst identifying 
and discussing themes and conventions. The children will also explore approaches made by filmmakers to 
create moods, pace and viewpoint.  
 
A greater emphasis has been put on the skill of editing and improving written work in all subjects. The 
children will be given more opportunity to edit their own work in pairs and individually. This is a crucial 
skill that the children will need to take on board as they move towards Year 6.  
 
Reading  
As always, please keep up with your child’s reading at home. We work really hard at school to support the 
children to develop their reading skills, however it is important to practise at home, reading for pleasure 
for at least 20 minutes each day. This is an opportunity for the children to read a range of fiction and non-
fiction texts. Children need to record their comments every day in their reading diary. We also encourage 
parents to complete a comment at least once a week.  
 
Guided Reading 
The children complete daily comprehension style activities in class. The children are expected to respond 
to questions using Point, Evidence and Explanation.  
 
Science  
This half term’s science will be more investigative as we begin to study properties and changes to materials. 
Please encourage your child to read non-fiction texts, including science books, or you could find some 
home science experiments on the internet linked to the key areas listed above.  
 
Computing  
The children will be using programming skills to create a spooky cartoon or game using programming 
software Scratch. The children will also need to use logical reasoning to explain how some simple 
algorithms work, and to detect and correct errors in algorithms and programs to enable a process to 
work. The Scratch software is a free to download resource for iPads and can be downloaded for a PC too. 
If your child is keen to further their knowledge in the area of programming, the online free to join Khan 
Academy is a brilliant resource that extends to parents and teachers, as well as children.  
 
Mandarin 
We are continuing this term with twice-weekly Mandarin lessons. The children will be taking an 
internationally recognised qualification at the end of this half term.  If the children pass the test they will 
collect the same certificate that an adult would collect from a college or school. 
 
Musical opportunities 
Choir takes place on Tuesday at 1.00 pm until 2.00 pm. If your child is interested then please let us know.  
 
PE 
The PE for this half term is Volleyball and Contemporary Dance. Please encourage your child to practise 
their volleyball skills at home and discover tips on the internet or in books. With our dance unit, the 
children can steal ideas from anything from the dance group Diversity on Britain’s Got Talent, Just Dance 
on You Tube or any other source that would inspire them! 
 
Please make sure that your child has a suitable PE kit in school. PE Lessons will take place on Wednesday 
morning and Thursday afternoon, whatever the weather. 
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Sports competitions  
A key element for Year 5 and 6 is that the children get a chance to compete against other schools in 
various sports. We are supported by the school’s Sports Coach John Suhkdeo, to put together teams and 
offer lunchtime coaching and trials. You will be informed of these events via Parentmail. 
 
Home Learning  
As usual, we are encouraging the children to develop their knowledge and skills through home-learning 
projects. This is an opportunity for your child to explore an aspect of the topic ‘The Ghosts of Highgate 
Past’ and produce something of which they can be really proud. Examples of projects include carrying out a 
science investigation, making a model, producing a short film or creating a book. 
 
We will continue to send an activity home with the children each Thursday in their homework books. It 
will reflect what we have been doing that week in school. Please support your child with the activity and 
bring the homework books back on a Wednesday, so we have time to look at them and comment on them 
before Friday. We had some very memorable projects last half term and are very much looking forward to 
the projects this half term. If you are struggling for ideas, let one of us know.   
 
Trips 
The first trip will be a visit to Highgate cemetery to see the resting place of many significant figures. Please 
keep hold of any pens that no longer work as we will be paying homage to Douglas Adams’ grave - keeping 
with tradition, we will be leaving a pen at his grave.  
 
A highlight of the half term is a ‘Billie and Nick Ghost Tour’, of haunted locations around the locality.  
 
Volunteers 
If you are an expert or enthusiast in the area of ghosts or the local area, or know someone who is, we 
would be delighted if you could share your knowledge with Year 5. Please do get in touch and inform us 
about any ideas you may have. Additionally, please let us know if you are aware of any opportunities 
outside of school that will enrich the topic.  
 
School lunches 
More children have taken up school lunches this half term. The new menu, which can be found on the 
school website, is increasingly popular amongst children and staff. All the food is cooked from fresh 
ingredients and the children are ever more adventurous at trying new things and discovering how much 
they like them. Please speak to the school office if you would like your child to switch to school meals. 
 

Key Dates 

Friday 17th March One World Evening 

Friday 24th March Year 5 trip to Highgate Cemetery 

Wednesday 29th March 4-6pm Parent consultations 

Thursday 30th March 6-8pm Parent consultations 

Thursday 30th March 3.30pm Easter Raffle 

 
We look forward to an exciting half term for the class. 
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With very best wishes 
 
The Year 5 Team 


