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8th June 2017  

 
Dear Parents 
 
We hope you had an enjoyable half term holiday and are ready for a busy half term, which will sadly be our 
last together.  
 
Curriculum 
Our topic this half term is ‘Active Planet’ where we will investigate what causes volcanoes, earthquakes and 
tsunamis and their impact on communities around the world. We will be looking at the tectonic plates that 
form the Earth’s crust and at what happens underground to cause them. In addition to this, how we can use 
this knowledge to predict and protect communities will be considered.  
 
We’ve already started the topic with an exciting in-day in which we turned the school into a disaster relief 
centre. The children planned how they would allocate the use of space to different areas of need, for 
example, dormitories, medical rooms, catering, toileting and hygiene (when the sewage system is damaged 
and access to safe water is impossible). The children had to work out how many members of the 
community they could take care of in their relief centre, as well as decide what should go into an 
emergency ‘grab bag’. The children also created posters to advise people what to do in case of an 
earthquake and delivered a broadcast for national TV on how to react to a natural disaster. The Active 
Planet theme will run across the curriculum, for example within English we will be looking at explanation 
texts about tsunamis and earthquakes and writing our own explanations, including diagrams and flow charts, 
poetry and non-chronological reports. 
 
In Maths we will be developing our understanding of co-ordinates, mathematical movement, fractions and 
data-handling, through our work with bar charts and time graphs, using varying scales. We will also be 
consolidating our understanding of number and revise calculation methods for all four areas.  
 
In DT we will be creating 3D models of volcanoes and making them erupt by creating acid based reactions. 
Science will consist of comparing and grouping together different kinds of rocks on the basis of their 
appearance and simple physical properties, describing how fossils are formed and recognising that soils are 
made from rocks and organic matter. There is a huge amount science and geography within this topic, and 
there will even be a visit from a Volcanologist.  In art the children will improve their mastery of art and 
design techniques, whilst learning about great artists, architects and designers in history.  
 
History and geography will explore the location and destructive effects in volcanic locations, whilst in RE 
the children will learn how major religions explain natural disasters and compare similarities and differences 
within Christianity and Hinduism. In computing, the children we will be using Google Earth as well as 
researching natural disasters around the world. 
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Music 
In music, the children will continue to learn their instruments, ready for the final concerts which will take 
place soon. Hilla will continue to run the orchestra on Wednesday lunchtimes for any children who are 
learning an instrument. If you think your child might be interested, please encourage them to approach Hilla 
and find out more.  In addition to this, there will be an opportunity for keen violinists and guitarists to 
continue to learn their instrument next year. 
 
PE 
In PE we will be developing our skills in cricket, improving skills and preparing for sports day.  Please ensure 
that children have the correct kit in school, including appropriate footwear.  PE days this half term are as 
follows: 
4DN – PE Tuesdays (outside) and Wednesday (gym) 
4JS – PE Tuesdays (outside) and Wednesday (gym) 
 
Mandarin 
Children will continue to learn Mandarin with Rhoda twice weekly.  The children are gently starting to 
work on the vocabulary for the Youth China Test 1, which they take at the end of Year 5. Please encourage 
your child to work on flash cards under the heading ‘YCT1’ that are on the Highgate Primary Mandarin 
blog. 
 
Home Learning 
Thank you for the continued effort towards homework this year. It’s having a really positive influence on 
your child’s work in class.  Please remind your child to read for twenty minutes and record in their reading 
record daily.  Your comments on your child’s enjoyment (or otherwise) of a book are also really helpful, so 
do please drop us a line in the reading record once a week. These completed and signed records should be 
brought in to school with your child every Wednesday with homework. Last of all, this is a final 
opportunity for children to present their own home learning projects on an aspect of Active Planet.  
 
Natural History Museum trip 
On Friday 30th June, we are heading to the Natural History Museum to enhance our learning about 
volcanoes and earthquakes, a letter will be circulated soon.  
 
Key Dates 

Tuesday 13th June Class photos 

Thursday 22nd June KS2 Sports Day 

Friday 30th June Natural History Museum Trip 

Wednesday 5th July Violin Concert (4DN) 

Saturday 1st July Summer Fair 

Tuesday 18th July 4.00-6.30pm Open Evening 

Friday 21st July Last day of the academic year 

 
We look forward to another fun-filled half term. As ever, if at any time you wish to discuss matters 
concerning your child, we are available either by appointment, or at the beginning or end of the school day.  
 
With best wishes, 
 
 
The Year 4 Team 


