
 

Headteacher: William Dean Highgate Primary School, Storey Road, London N6 4ED 

tel: 020 8340 7023  |  fax: 020 8341 6266  |  www.highgateprimaryschool.co.uk  |  office@highgateprimaryschool.co.uk 

 
 

Thursday 20th April 2017  
 
Dear Parents 
 
We hope you had an enjoyable Easter holiday and are ready for an exciting half term. 
 
Topic 
Our topic this half term is ‘Away from Home’. We will be studying various aspects of the lives of people 
during World War II, with an emphasis on evacuation. We will be looking at a timeline in relation to World 
War II and other periods of time the children have already learned about, as well as studying some of the 
main features of this period, including rationing. We will be looking at sources that show the experiences of 
evacuees and will also be examining the role of women during this period.  
 
We’ve already started the topic with an in-day, in which we experienced an air raid. We sheltered in the 
cellar, continued with our maths learning by reciting times tables and sang songs to keep our spirits up! The 
World War II theme will run across the curriculum. For example in Art we will be investigating the use of 
camouflage and designing and making propaganda posters.  In DT we shall be baking with wartime recipes 
and vegetables.  
 
Science 
In science we will be looking at how sounds are made.  
 
The children will be thinking about the ways in which body parts change as part of growing up, as well as 
bodily privacy, in line with the national curriculum for sex and relationship education.  
 
English 
In English, the children will continue to develop their reading skills, with a focus on inference in our whole 
class reading sessions each morning from 9.00 am till 9.30 am.   We will look at the experience of families 
in London during the Second World War and contrast this with children’s experiences of being evacuated 
to the countryside during the war years.  We will be using Spy Watch (a television series set during WWII) 
to investigate stories with issues and dilemmas, culminating in the children writing their own Second World 
War story.  We will also be looking at balanced argument pieces, using the context of evacuation and 
rationing.  
 
Maths 
In maths we will be further developing our understanding of calculating both decimals and fractions; 
checking, approximating and estimating; continuing to practise calculations involving addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division and also looking at mathematical movement in relation to coordinates.  
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PE 
In PE we will be developing our skills in athletics and continuing with a further six weeks of swimming 
lessons.  Please ensure that children have the correct kit in school, including appropriate footwear.  As per 
last half term, PE days are as follows: 
Tuesday – Athletics  
Wednesday - Swimming  
 
Music 
In music, we will continue to learn our instruments. Please encourage your child to keep the practice up.  
 
Mandarin 
Children will continue to learn Mandarin with Rhoda twice weekly.   
 
School lunches 
Hopefully some of you had the chance to try our school meals during our parents’ consultations evening. 
Please speak to the school office if you would like your child to switch to school meals. The new menu, 
which can be found on the school website, is proving very popular amongst children and staff. All the food 
is cooked from fresh ingredients and the children are becoming more adventurous in their food choices.  
 
Home Learning 
Thank you for the continued effort towards homework this year. It’s having a really positive influence on 
your child’s work in class.  Please remind your child to read for twenty minutes and record in their reading 
record daily.  Your comments on your child’s enjoyment (or otherwise) of a book are also really helpful, so 
do please drop us a line in the reading record once a week. These completed and signed records should be 
brought in to school with your child on Wednesday.  
 
Imperial War Museum trip 
We will be heading to the Imperial War Museum to enhance our learning about World War II. Letters to 
follow. 
 
Key Dates 

Monday 1st May  Bank holiday 

Wednesday 3rd May Community Music Concert 

TBC Imperial War Museum Trip 

Wednesday 24th – Friday 26th May  Tolmers 

Friday 26th May Last day of half term 

 
 
We look forward to another fun-filled, productive half term.  As ever, if at any time you wish to discuss 
matters concerning your child, we are available either by appointment, or at the beginning or end of the 
school day. Furthermore, if you have any war memorabilia, or indeed have a family member who would like 
to come in to talk to the classes about their experience of World War II, this would be much appreciated. 
 
With best wishes 
 
 
The Year 4 Team 


