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Welcome back to the final half term in Year 3. It is the usual busy mix of fun learning activities, including a 
trip to the Celtic Harmony Camp, Sustainability Week 2017, the Highgate Primary School General Election 
and Sports Day.  
 
Topic 
The topic looks at the worlds of palaeontology and archaeology, with a focus on dinosaurs and early man. 
Children study the dinosaur age focusing on what the earth looked like, what lived at the time and how to 
identify the different kinds of dinosaur. They will act as palaeontologists, looking for clues and making 
deductions, and as archaeologists, making deductions about the lives of Stone Age and Iron Age man 
through clues from the past. This topic is one of a series of historical units that places periods of history in 
the context of time. Children will be very familiar with dinosaurs and have an understanding of archaeology 
through the study of Ancient Egypt. This is a particularly popular and exciting topic. 
 
English: writing 
We start the half term by looking at non-chronological fact-file reports about a dinosaur species, including 
writing a ‘Spotter’s Guide to Dinosaurs’. We will listen to and discuss a wide range of non-fiction books 
about dinosaurs and identify how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning in non-
chronological reports. We will then move on to stories with historical settings by reading Stone Age Boy 
and writing our own prehistoric stories. We will discuss how differences in time and place are represented 
and record ideas when planning, writing and drafting stories, creating settings, characters and plot that 
evoke daily life during the Stone Age. Our final unit will be a poetry focus. We will recognise some different 
forms of poetry and associated language features (e.g. expanded noun phrases, word play, alliteration, 
onomatopoeia) and write our own dinosaur poems. 
 
English: reading 
Please continue to read at home with your child for at least 20 minutes every day, and to talk to them 
about their understanding of what they read. Your comments in the children’s Reading Records are very 
useful to us, so please continue to write in them on a regular basis. This does not have to be restricted to 
the books that we send home with the children but can include any other books they choose to read as 
well.  
 
Maths 
In maths this half term we will be covering a range of areas. It is still important to be practising fluency in 
the four operations (+, -, X and ÷). This will be very useful for all areas of learning. We will be starting the 
term by continuing our work on fractions, calculating with them and working out the equivalence. We will 
then move to work on data handling of pictograms, bar charts and interpreting data. Our final few weeks 
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will be spent recapping on some of the areas of mathematics we have covered this year and preparing for 
Year 4. 
 
PE 
Just a reminder that PE for 3OP is every Monday and Wednesday and 3MK every Wednesday and Friday. 
Please ensure your child has a change of clothes (t-shirt, shorts or tracksuit trousers, socks and 
trainers/plimsolls) in their PE kit. Weather permitting, we will be having some PE sessions outside, so please 
ensure that the clothing is appropriate for this. The PE kit bag can stay on the children’s pegs and be taken 
home at the end of each half term. 
 
Forest Schools 
Forest Schools will be continuing for two more weeks into this term. 3OP will continue to be on Thursday 
mornings and 3MK will be on Friday mornings, with half of the class going each week for their final session. 
We ask that on their day children come in dressed appropriately for their activities. Children should wear a 
water-proof coat and trousers, along with wellies, boots or sturdy trainers. This will be the clothing they 
wear to the woods. These clothes may get very muddy so please don’t send your child in wearing their 
best clothes. You might like to send in a spare set of clothes, just in case! 
 
I know the children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the fantastic activities in their outdoor learning. We 
can clearly see the positive impact that this has had on the children’s development within their classroom 
learning and relationships with each other. We would like to take this opportunity to say a very big thank 
you to Janine and Maggie for running these sessions.  
 
Celtic Harmony Camp trip  
Please keep a look out for an email about an exciting trip to the Celtic Harmony Camp in Hertfordshire on 
Thursday 11th July.  This is a very exciting opportunity for the children to find out what Iron Age farmers’ 
lives were like in a living history setting.   
 
Key Dates 
Tuesday 13th June   Class photos 
Thursday 22nd June   Junior Sports Day 
Tuesday 11th July   Visit to the Celtic Harmony Camp  
Tuesday 18th July   Open Evening 
Friday 21st July               End of Year 3! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
The Year 3 Team 

 

 

 

 


