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                                                                   April 2017 

Year 3 Newsletter 
Summer 1 

 
Welcome back to the final term of Year 3. We hope that you and your child are rested and relaxed and 
looking forward to another busy and exciting half term.   
 
Topic 
Our topic this term is Londinium – The Romans. The Roman invasion of Britain was arguably the most 
significant event to happen to the British Isles. It affected our language, our culture, our geography, our 
architecture and even the way we think. This topic follows an enquiry into the legacy of the Roman invasion 
of Britain, i.e. what have the Roman’s done for us? It invites children to study the different aspects of 
Roman life in Britain, and to consider the impact of the Romans on their lives today. It covers the Roman 
invasion, life in Roman Britain and the Boudiccan rebellion. We will also be looking at forces and magnets in 
Science, and mosaics in Art.  
 
English: Writing 
We start the Summer Term by looking at completing a recount through a first person diary. We will 
discuss life as a Roman soldier and produce a diary of a Roman solider. We will then move on to look at 
Roman mythology. This will help increase familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths and 
legends, and identifying themes and conventions in Ancient Roman myths. Within this we produce a re-
telling of an Ancient Roman myth, focusing on the use of a varied and rich vocabulary and the use of 
paragraphs. Finally we will look at recount through newspapers by producing a news report about 
Boudicca’s revolt. 
 
English: Reading 
Please continue to read at home with your child for at least 20 minutes every day, and to talk to them 
about their understanding of what they read. Your comments in the children’s Reading Records are very 
useful to us, so please continue to write in them on a regular basis. This does not have to be restricted to 
the books which we send home with the children but can include any other books which they choose to 
read as well.  
 
Maths 
In maths this half term we will be covering a range of areas. After a successful start looking at fractions, we 
will move on to comparing and calculating with fractions. We will spent several weeks exploring money, 
understanding the value of coins, calculating change and solving money problems. Over the term we will 
continue our work on calculations involving all four operations. It is still important to be practising fluency 
in the four operations (+, -, X and ÷). This will be very useful for all areas of learning.  
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PE 
Another reminder that PE for 3OP is every Monday and Tuesday. 3MK will have PE on Tuesdays and 
Fridays. Please ensure your child has a change of clothes (t-shirt, shorts or tracksuit trousers, socks and 
trainers/plimsolls) in their PE kit. Weather permitting, we will be having PE sessions outside, so please 
ensure that the clothing is appropriate for this. The PE kit bag can stay on the children’s pegs and be taken 
home at the end of each half term. 
 
 
Forest Schools 
Forest Schools will be continuing this half term. 3OP will be on Thursday mornings and 3MK will be on 
Friday mornings, with half of the class going each week. Week 1 will be Foxes (3OP) and Foresters (3MK) 
and Week 2 will be Hedgehogs (3OP) and Adventurers (3MK), and will continue alternating like this.  
See the timetable below for exceptions:  
 
Week 2 (28th April) – Adventurers will be leaving at 10am due to Class Assembly  
Week 3 (5th May) – Foxes will be going on Friday, not Thursday, and will leave at 10am due to Class 
Assembly 
Week 5 (19th May) – Foxes will be going Friday, not Thursday, due to school trip on the Thursday 
 
We ask that on their day children come in dressed appropriately for their activities. For this we ask that 
children wear a water-proof coat and trousers, along with wellies or boots or sturdy trainers. This will be 
the clothing they wear to the woods. These clothes may get very muddy so please don’t send your child in 
wearing their best clothes. You might like to send in a spare set of clothes, just in case! 
 
Verulamium Hypocaust 
This interesting visit will take place on Thursday 18th May. Children will discover what life was like in the 
Roman City of Verulamium and see every day Roman objects. Children will explore artefacts that were 
excavated from the Roman town that predates the modern city of St Albans. The hypocaust, in Verulamium 
Park, is a modern building which houses a mosaic with a Roman underfloor heating system. A more 
detailed letter about the trip will be emailed to you shortly.  
 
Key Dates 
Friday 28th April               3MK Class Assembly 
Monday 1st May                Bank Holiday 
Friday 5th May                  3OP Class Assembly  
Thursday 18th May     Visit to Verulamium Hypocaust 
Monday 29th May              Half Term Week  
 
Best wishes, 
 
The Year 3 Team 

 

 

 

 


