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     18th April 2017 
 
 

Year 2 Newsletter 
Summer 1 

 
Welcome back to the final term of Year 2. We hope that you and your child are rested and relaxed and 
looking forward to another busy and exciting half term.   
 
Topic 
Our new topic is called ‘Day and Night’ and centres on the study of animals which have adapted to 
nocturnal life. As well as providing a rich context for our work in English, the topic also takes in a wide 
range of learning in both Science and Art. In Science, we begin with a range of activities around the themes 
of light and dark, before moving onto a study of how living things adapt to different environments. This will 
include examining animals and plants living in differing local habitats, as well as developing the children’s 
understanding of how organisms are linked together through food chains, and will encompass a visit to 
London Zoo. In Art, we will pursue the theme of light and dark by looking at how some artists have 
represented these in their work; the children will then use soft pencils to create close observational 
drawings of the effect of light falling on objects. They will also use a range of materials to produce collage 
representations of nocturnal woodland creatures. Our DT work this half term is also linked to light and 
dark and involves the children selecting appropriate material to design a ‘hi-vis’ safety jacket. Finally, 
towards the end of the half term, we will be learning about the differences between male and female 
animals, including humans, how both are needed for reproduction, and the names of the main reproductive 
organs. We will provide more details on this closer to the time. 
 
English: writing and phonics 
Our first English unit covers the writing of non-chronological reports, a rather ungainly name for factual 
writing which is not arranged in time order. We will be studying information books about nocturnal animals 
to familiarise ourselves with the genre, taking notes from them, and creating our own fact-books about 
these animals. Following this, we will use the book ‘Elliot Jones: Midnight Superhero’ as an introduction to 
the theme of stories with a night-time setting. Children will develop and draft their own nocturnal stories 
and will then have the opportunity to revise and improve on them. Grammatical development continues 
with work on the use of paragraphs and commas, as well as a continuing focus on understanding 
grammatical terminology, the correct deployment of punctuation and the use of adjectives to create 
expanded noun phrases. In phonics, we will aim to secure the spelling of the first 200 words whilst 
continuing to teach trickier spelling patterns. We will also help the children learn to proof-read their own 
work in order to improve spelling accuracy. Finally, the focus in handwriting continues to be the 
development of a fluent, joined style. 
 
English: reading 
We will continue to do a mixture of weekly guided reading sessions and whole class Cracking 
Comprehension sessions, and we still request that you find the time to read with your child at home for at 
least 20 minutes every day. Talking to them about their understanding of what they read, in particular about 
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less straightforward aspects, such as characters’ motivations, will help to further develop their 
comprehension skills. Please continue to return the Reading Records to us on your child’s guided reading 
day; your comments in them are very helpful. 
 
 
Maths 
We have two main focuses in Maths this half term; developing computational skills across the four 
operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division (including calculating fractions of a number), 
and studying different ways of recording and representing data. In the latter area, we will interpret and 
create tally charts, tables, pictograms and block charts; in the former, we will look at the use of estimation, 
commutativity and inverse relationships to make our calculating both easier and more reliable. We will 
continue to develop skills in calculating mentally as well as in telling the time, both areas in which practise at 
home can be very helpful to children’s progress. If your child does not yet have a secure knowledge of the 
pairs of numbers which add to 10 and to 20, and of the 2, 5 and 10 times tables, please help them to 
practise these key number facts. 
 
Other subjects 
We start the term by examining the Christian story of Easter in RE, including the origin and meaning of 
Easter eggs and hot-cross buns. In PE, our indoor sessions will focus on gymnastics, with the children 
learning to link movements together, on the floor and on apparatus. In sport, they will be practising the use 
of movement, teamwork and space required for success in group games. Children will continue to learn the 
recorder with Hilla, weekly, and Mandarin twice a week. Our Forest School sessions will continue and we 
will advise you of dates by Parentmail.   
 
Home Learning Project 
This half term we would like to give the children the opportunity to undertake a topic related project at 
home to share with the class. This can take any form your child wishes. We will discuss project ideas in 
class and send a separate email with more detail.  
 
Key Dates 
Friday 12th May  Visit to London Zoo 
 
PE Days 
2PB    Wednesday and Friday                           
2LG  Monday and Wednesday 
 
Best wishes, 
 
The Year 2 Team 

 

 

 

 

 


