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                                                                   5th June 2017 

Year 2 Newsletter 
Summer 2 

 
This final half term of Year 2 contains the usual busy mix of fun learning activities, including a trip to the 
seaside, the Year 2 Sleepover and Sports Day. Welcome back!   
 
Topic 
Our topic this half term is ‘Beside the Seaside’, centred on our visit to the beach at Westcliff-on-Sea later 
this month, which we will write to you about separately. The topic starts with the children packing a virtual 
suitcase for a trip to the seaside and designing, making and evaluating tasty sandwiches to eat on the beach. 
They study the history of the traditional British seaside holiday and will be using this context to think about 
the importance of managing money and making sensible choices about it. Loosely linked to the topic is the 
annual Year 2 Sleepover, at which the children have the chance to spend the night in school, hopefully 
asleep – more details to follow. 
 
This topic has a strong focus on both Geography and Art. In Geography, the children will be learning about 
the features of a seaside town, and will be comparing Westcliff-on-Sea with our local area here in Highgate 
and also with the rather more exotic location of Rio De Janeiro. In Art, they will be examining artists’ 
depictions of beach huts and creating their own paintings on the same theme, as well as making a giant, 
sandy collage on the beach at Westcliff, and using glue and oil pastel techniques to produce pictures of sea 
creatures. Finally, in Computing, the children will build on their previous work with the Scratch 
programming application to create colourful, animated beach scenes on the iPads. 
 
English: writing and phonics 
We begin by reading a book called ‘Algy’s Amazing Adventures at Sea’, and the children will be planning and 
writing their own, similar, seaside-based adventure stories over the next couple of weeks. After that, they 
will be looking at a typical ‘holiday’ form of writing – the postcard. They’ll be using this type of recount to 
tell you all about what happens when we visit the seaside ourselves, as well as examining examples of 
postcards which others have written. Our final writing topic of the year is a poetry one in which, as well as 
reading lots of poems about the seaside, children will be writing their own about a day at the beach and 
about the weird and wonderful creatures you can find lurking in rock pools. 
Grammatically, we will have a focus on adding sophistication and precision to our writing, through using 
suffixes such as –ment, -ness, -ful, -less and –ly to create a wider range of nouns, adjectives and adverbs, 
through using the continuous present and past tense (‘I am walking’ or ‘I was walking’) and through 
structuring different types of sentences (statements, questions, exclamations and commands) correctly.  
Much of our phonics work is revision of the graphemes and spelling rules which the children already know, 
but we will also be looking at the tricky spellings of words ending with –tion or –sion, as well as at some of 
the rarer ways of spelling previously learnt sounds. 
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English: reading 
The reading curriculum continues as before, with each child taking part in either a guided reading group or 
a whole class reading session at least once a week. Please continue to return the Reading Records on the 
relevant day. As nearly all the children are now fluent readers, our focus is very much on developing 
comprehension skills, and you can support this with conversation around your reading at home, which we 
still ask you to do for at least 20 minutes each day. 
 
Maths 
The children have made great progress in Maths this year and the first part of the half term is about 
consolidating that progress as we revisit methods for calculating the four operations, ways of describing and 
working with both 2- and 3-d shapes, and understanding and calculating fractions. Towards the end of term, 
our focus shifts to more open-ended, investigative activities. These will give the children a chance to really 
develop and deepen their thinking about both number and shape, and build the habits of being systematic 
and logical and of being able to persist with their work when the answer is not obvious. 
 
Other subjects 
Children will be enjoying a dance unit of work in our indoor PE sessions, while outdoors they will develop 
their athletic skills in preparation for Sports Day – please make sure they have appropriate footwear for 
these sessions. Mandarin lessons will continue, twice weekly, and the children will carry on with their 
Forest School sessions until the programme comes to an end with an afternoon in the woods in July for the 
whole class. 
 
Recorder Concert 
Recorder lessons also continue at the start of this half term, culminating in a concert for children and 
parents at 3pm on Tuesday 13 June – please come if you can and hear the fantastic progress the children 
have made over the course of the year. 
 
Key Dates 
Tuesday 13 June   Recorder Concert 
Wednesday 21 June   Infant Sports Day 
Thursday 27 June   Visit to Westcliff-on-Sea 
Friday 7 July    Year 2 Sleepover 
Tuesday 18 July    Open Evening 
Friday 21 July    End of Year 2! 
 
 
PE Days 
2PB    Wednesday and Friday                           
2LG  Tuesday and Wednesday 
 
Best wishes, 
 
The Year 2 Team 

 

 

 

 

 


