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Monday 20 February 2017 
Year 2 Newsletter 

Spring 2 
 
Welcome back. We hope that you enjoyed the half-term break and are looking forward to the second half 
of the Spring Term, when Spring will, finally, arrive.  
 
Topic 
Our topic this half term is ‘The Circus’. We begin with a very exciting circus skills workshop in which a 
professional performer teaches the children a whole range of circus tricks, including juggling, wire-walking 
and use of the diablo and throwing sticks. Children reflect on their prior knowledge of the circus, learn 
about its history, and watch the classic circus film, ‘Dumbo’. In Geography, the children will learn the names 
and locations of the world’s continents and oceans while in Philosophy, we think about the ethics of animals 
performing in the circus. The Science curriculum looks at staying healthy; the children will explore the 
importance of exercising, of eating the right amounts of different types of food, and of hygiene. We also 
have a focus on Art this half term, based on the depiction of faces using different media, as well as using 
face paints to turn ourselves into clowns! During Gym lessons over the course of the term, the children 
will be developing the circus skills acquired in the workshop, and the topic will finish with them 
demonstrating these skills in a circus performance for younger pupils. 
 
English: writing and phonics 
We begin with work on the genre of non-fiction recounts. The children look at how these types of text are 
structured, before writing their own recounts about their circus workshop. We then move onto examining 
narrative stories with familiar settings, focusing on the book ‘Cannonball Simp’ by John Burningham. The 
children explore the characters in this book and write a sequel to the story. We will continue to work on 
the children’s grammatical development, including an ongoing focus on the use of subordination (using 
conjunctions such as because, if, when and that) and further development of their use of sentence and 
speech punctuation, apostrophes and correct vocabulary for the parts of speech (nouns, verbs, etc.) Our 
Phonics sessions will continue to concentrate on Phase 6, with a greater emphasis on making correct 
spelling choices, as well as some revision of reading sounds learnt in previous phases.  The children are 
making excellent progress with learning cursive (joined-up) handwriting, so please do encourage them to 
use it once they are confident with letter formation.   
 
English: reading 
Each child will continue to participate in guided reading at least once a week. In a change from previous 
terms, some of these sessions will be taught to the whole class together to develop specific comprehension 
skills, such as understanding how to find information within a text or how to use inference to deepen 
understanding. We plan to invite parents to a workshop later in the half term in which we can explain some 
of these techniques to you; the work you do with your children at home is vital to their development as 
readers and, therefore, we’d like to share what we are doing in class with you. Watch this space! Please 
continue to read with your child for at least 20 minutes every day, to talk to them about what they are 
reading, and to write in the Reading Record on a regular basis; this can include comments on the children’s 
wider reading as well as on the book which they bring home from school. Records should be returned to 
us weekly on your child’s guided reading day.  
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Maths 
Our first main focus in Maths is on developing the children’s understanding of the concepts of multiplication 
and division, using both physical objects and arrays (dots arranged in columns and rows) for support. The 
children will go on to explore fractions of both objects and numbers, including simple equivalent fractions 
such as one-half and two-quarters. Many children have been acquiring watches and practising telling the 
time - another area on which we will focus. We also have a week of working with money, finding ways of 
making different amounts, calculating change, and understanding the relationship between pounds and 
pence. In mental maths, throughout the half-term we will be practising times tables (2s, 5s and 10s), 
counting forwards and backwards from any number in 2s, 3s, 5s and 10s and exploring related division 
facts, in addition to adding and subtracting two-digit numbers.   
 
Other subjects 
In sport, the children will be improving their athletics skills, including running, jumping and throwing. A 
number of children are still not bringing PE kit into school; we do ask that all children have a change of 
clothes for both PE sessions: Tuesday and Wednesday for 2LG, Wednesday and Friday for 2PB. 
Suitable footwear (trainers or plimsolls) is also needed. Thank you for your support with this. Children will 
continue to learn the recorder with Hilla, weekly, and Mandarin twice a week, and our Forest School 
sessions will continue throughout the half term, replacing PE sessions on alternate weeks. 
 
Key Dates 
Class Assemblies:   2LG: Friday 3 March  2PB: Friday 10 March 
Parent Consultations:  Wednesday 29 March and Thursday 30 March 
 
Best wishes, 
 
The Year 2 Team 

 


