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20th April 2016 
 
 
 
 
Dear parents, 
 

 
Year 1 Newsletter Summer 1 

Welcome back to the summer term.  We hope you have had a restful holiday.  The children have certainly 
come back taller and full of beans – very appropriate for our new topic!   

 
Flowers and Insects 
We started the term planting sunflower seeds (two each - just in case one doesn’t grow). The children will 
look after the seeds in the classroom before planting out their sunflowers at the allotment on the last day 
of the half term. Through looking after their own plant, and drawing it at various stages, the children will 
learn about how plants grow and what they need in order to thrive.   
 
The children will also study the interaction between plants and insects. On Wednesday they carried out 
extensive and thorough research of the flora and fauna in the various habitats in the school playground 
through having a bug hunt. The children loved or alternatively were totally horrified at having to suck 
unsuspecting creatures into their bug jar using a ‘pooter’. Thankfully, no insects or children were swallowed 
or otherwise harmed in the process! 
 
We will also become expert lepidopterists this term.  We have 10 new members of Year 1 arriving next 
week - all of whom are green, furry and very hungry caterpillars.  Over the following few weeks we will 
learn about their lifecycle.  We will feed them and watch them grow, build themselves a chrysalis and 
metamorphose into butterflies. The children will then release them into the Peace Garden. 
 
English 
In English we will be reading and writing information texts, looking particularly at honeybees. We will have 
a visit from a local beekeeper, taste honey from different habitats, learn about queen bees, drones and 
workers, design a bee friendly garden and practise the waggle dance.  Once they are full of information and 
enthusiasm, the children will write their own bee books complete with contents page and glossary. 
 
Maths 
In Maths we will look first at position, direction and movement. We will be going forwards and backwards 
along a line, left and right, and then round and round in circles (using quarter turns, half turns and finally 
three quarter turns).  Next we go over addition and subtraction before moving on to explore money. 
Lastly we learn about doubling and halving and start to look at multiplication and division.   
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Please encourage your child to buy small items in shops as and when you need them and help them work 
out which coins they need to reach the total price.  They will need lots of practice with items that cost less 
than a pound.  It would also be a great help if you could practise doubling and halving small numbers, when 
we get to that point in the term.  We will keep you posted. 
 
Reading 
Thank you for returning reading records this week.  It has been fantastic to see how much reading has been 
going on over the holiday.  Hearing your child read aloud is the most valuable thing you can do to help 
them become a confident reader and book lover - 20 minutes a day makes a tremendous difference!  Thank 
you for all you are doing. 
 
It would also be really helpful if all the children learned to sight read the 100 words used most frequently in 
English. These are listed in the middle of the reading record and we also sent them home over the Easter 
holidays.  You could write out some of the ones your child does not yet know on pieces of paper and stick 
them around the house, so that your child reads them regularly and become very familiar with them. When 
they’ve got those, move on to some new ones. 
 
Phonics 
The children’s phonic knowledge is coming on very well.  They are getting to the point where they can spot 
a split digraph at 100 paces!  Please get your child to explain the terminology and make the sounds to you.  
Use the guide in the middle of the reading record when you need help, or ask us for guidance. 
 
Trips 
We are planning a trip to London Zoo on Tuesday 2nd May to visit the butterfly tunnel and the bug 
house.  A letter giving more details will follow very shortly.   Please think about whether or not you might 
be able to accompany us.  Please note:  there will be large, fairly free-range spiders in the bug house. 
 
Class Assemblies 
Dates for class assemblies are as follows.  Please put the relevant date in your diary and look out for a 
letter about costumes and script nearer the time. 
 
1EJ – Friday 12th May 
1SM – Friday 19th May  
 
Visitors 
If any parents or family members have knowledge or experience to share about plants and insects, we 
would love them to come in to school and talk to the children.  Please let us know. 
 
Forest School 
Please see the dates for Forest School at the end of this letter.   We are running short of biscuits and hot 
chocolate.  Any donations of these items would be gratefully received. 
 
Important Dates 
Please see William’s latest newsletter on the website for other important dates.  
 
With very best wishes 
 
 
The Year 1 Team 
Emma, Sharon, Alena and Rachael 
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Forest School dates Summer 1 for 1SM 

 

Rabbits Monday 24th April 

Moles Monday 8th May 

Rabbits Monday 15th May 

Moles Monday 22nd May 
 
 
 

Forest School dates Summer 1 for 1EJ 

 

Otters Thursday 27th April 

Badgers Thursday 4th May 

Otters Thursday 18th May 

Badgers Thursday 25th May 
 
 

 
 

 

 


