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23rd February 2017 
 
 
Dear parents, 

 
Year 1 Newsletter 

Spring 2 

 

We hope you had a restful and enjoyable half term.  The children have certainly come back full of energy 
and brimming with enthusiasm for our new topic, Amazing Architects. They already seem to know a 
considerable amount about buildings from around the world! 
 
Amazing Architects 
This week the children have built the Three Little Pigs’ houses using straw, sticks and bricks and subjected 
them to the Huff Puff Wolf Test.  They created some fantastic buildings, particularly from sticks and bricks.  
Straw turned out to be a little less useful as a construction material.  However, the children were such 
good architects that even the straw houses stayed up!  We may have to bring in an industrial fan next year.  
We have also investigated different materials – wood, metal, glass, rock, water, plastic and rubber - and 
discovered the different properties they have.   
 
Over the course of the term we look at buildings throughout history and from around the world.  We will 
study various types of buildings, what they are for, how they are built and what they are made from.  We 
will take a trip up North Hill to see and sketch the extraordinary architecture on our doorstep, including 
Highpoint, the minimalist masterpiece by Berthold Lubetkin, and we will learn about Kenwood House and 
Lauderdale House. The children will also make a model of a traditional Zambian house from clay and straw. 
 
Trips 
Our architecture walk to North Hill will hopefully take place on Thursday 16th March.  Confirmation of the 
date of the trip, further details and a request for volunteers will follow shortly. 
 
Inspire 
We are greatly looking forward to our Inspire Days on Tuesday 7th March for 1EJ and Thursday 9th 
March for 1SM.  Please register at the office after dropping off your children in the playground.  The 
office staff will take you into the gym for the event to start at 9.15am. 
 
World Book Day 
World Book Day takes place on Thursday 2nd March. We’re looking forward to seeing the ‘book 
boxes’ or drawings we set for homework this week.  If the children would also like to come to school in 
costume on World Book Day they are very welcome to do so. 
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English 
For the first part of the term we look at traditional tales, including The Three Little Pigs, Little Red Riding 
Hood and Hansel and Gretel.  We will be acting them out, writing descriptions of Grandma’s House and 
the Gingerbread House and retelling the stories in our own words.  We then go on to read and write 
adventure stories set in fantasy worlds, including The Minpins by Roald Dahl and The Magic Bed by John 
Burningham.  On the last day of term, Friday 31st March, we will build Minpins’ houses in Highgate 
Woods.  We would love parent helpers to come too and will ask for volunteers nearer the time. 
 
Maths 
In Maths, we revisit telling the time to the hour and half hour, and we learn how to measure time in 
minutes and hours and distance in centimetres.  We then go on to explore fractions, firstly of shapes and 
then of quantities.  We will also continue to practise counting in ones, twos, fives and tens – please do 
practise this with your child as much as possible at home as it greatly increases their confidence. 
 
Reading 
Thank you so much for filling in your child’s reading record and sending it and your child’s reading book 
back to school regularly.  It is an enormous help to us and it really supports your child in learning to read. 
 
Visitors 
We would love to have parents or grandparents come into class to share any expertise they have about 
architecture in general or a significant building.  If anyone would like to visit, please let us know. 
 
Forest School 
Dates for Forest School this half term are set out at the end of this letter.  Thank you so much for the 
donations of hot chocolate, wipes and biscuits and to all the parents who have volunteered to come with 
us.  We continue to need parent volunteers each session as well as helpers afterwards to hang up suits in 
the cupboard and wash up the hot chocolate cups and flask.  Please do send your child’s wellies into school 
as well as warm coats and gloves on the relevant dates.   
 
Newsletter  
Please see William’s February newsletter or read it on the school website for details of other important 
dates this half term. 
 
With very best wishes 
 
 
The Year 1 team 
Sharon, Emma, Alena, Rachael and Ruby 

 
 
 

Forest School dates Spring 2 for 1SM 
 

Moles Monday 27th February  
Rabbits Monday 6th March 
Moles Monday 13th March 
Rabbits Monday 20th March 
Moles Monday 27th March 

 


