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8th June 2017 
Year 1 Newsletter  

Summer 2 

 
Dear parents, 

Welcome back to the final half term of the school year.  Hasn’t it flown by?  We hope you had a chance to 
rest and relax over the half term. Your children have certainly come back bouncy and full of enthusiasm for 
our new topic. 

 
Topic - Our Allotment 
Over the next few weeks we will be outdoors as much as possible, growing, tending and harvesting a wide 
range of flowering plants, fruit and vegetables on the school allotment.  Thank you so much for all your 
wonderful donations of plants and seeds.  You have provided a great selection that the children will plant at 
Forest School this week and next, once they have come up with their own allotment design scheme.  We 
are aiming for a gold medal at the Chelsea Flower Show next year!  So far this week the children have 
successfully constructed bamboo tee-pees, hunted slugs, planted sunflowers and learned to identify the 
plants which provide us with lots of different fruit and vegetables.  A very promising start! 
 
This term we will also be talking about what constitutes a healthy diet (allegedly one cannot live by biscuits 
alone), describing different kinds of weather, understanding that different plants grow in different climates 
around the world and using various art materials to represent fruit and vegetables.  We will also learn how 
to read a map and will create our own maps of the school grounds. 
 
English 
We start the half term writing a leaflet to persuade reluctant nursery children to eat foods they don’t like, 
based on Lauren Child’s I Will Not Ever NEVER Eat a Tomato. The children will come up with inventive 
and persuasive language and see if it has any effect in real life. They go on to design a poster explaining the 
lifecycle of a sunflower, before moving on to write their own versions of a wonderful story set in Kenya, 
Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Brown.  In the last two weeks of term, when we hope to be tasting things 
grown on our allotment, the children will be reading, writing and performing poems about food. 
 
Maths 
In Maths, the children will be introduced to division using objects and pictures. They will revise reading and 
writing numbers from 1 to 100 in numerals and from 1 to 20 in words. They will have further opportunities 
to use a number line to solve calculations and to use the language of equal to, more than, less than, most 
and least.  
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We will also be continuing to practise counting in 2s, 5s and 10s, identifying one more and one less than 
any given number and using number bonds to 10 and 20.  Please take any opportunity to practise these 
things with your children at home.  They will really need them in Year 2! 
 
Reading 
Thank you for all the support you continue to give your children with their reading.  It makes a huge 
difference and really sets them up well for next year.  Please do continue to write a comment about their 
progress each week and then send their reading diary back into school.  The day on which your child reads 
may vary each week, so if you can send it in daily, that is extremely helpful. 
 
Trips 
On Thursday 6th July we will be visiting Waterlow Park in Highgate Village. This is a wonderful local 
resource containing plants from many different climates and habitats, a nursery garden with lots of fruit and 
vegetables, a grassy meadow area to run around in, a wonderful play area and an enormous hill to roll 
down. We will take a picnic and make a day of it.  We would love parents to come with us and will ask for 
volunteers nearer the time.   
 
Sports Day 
Sports Day will take place on Wednesday 21st June in Highgate Woods. Details of your child’s colour team 
will follow.  Please remember your best running shoes for the parents’ races. 
 
Forest School 
Forest School will take place on our allotment each week.  Dates are at the end of this letter. Any 
donations of biscuits or hot chocolate would be gratefully received. Please would you contact your class 
rep at the beginning of the week if you can volunteer?  
 
Summer weather 
As the weather gets warmer, please ensure that your child brings a sunhat and water bottle to school, and 
is covered in sunscreen if sun is expected.  The allotment has very little shade, so sunscreen and hats are 
even more important on Forest School days. 
 
 

Important Summer Term Dates 2016 
 

Wednesday 21st June Infant Sports Day at Highgate Woods 
 

Saturday 1st July Highgate Primary Summer Fair 
 

Thursday 6th July  Waterlow Park Trip 
 

Tuesday 18th July 4.00 – 6.30 Open Evening  
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Forest School dates Summer 2 for 1SM 

Moles Monday 12th June 

Rabbits Monday 19th June 

Moles Monday 26th June 

Rabbits Monday 3rd July 
 

Forest School dates Summer 2 for 1EJ 

Otters Thursday 8th June 

Badgers Thursday 15th June 

Otters Thursday 22nd June 

Badgers Thursday 29th June 
 
 
Newsletter  
Please do read William’s newsletter and the school website for details of what else is happening this half 
term.  It is going to be a very busy and productive one! 
 
With very best wishes 
 
 
 
The Year 1 Team 
Sharon, Emma, Alena and Rachael 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


