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Monday 5th June 2017 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
 

Reception Newsletter Summer 2   
 
We hope you had a lovely break. The children all seem very happy and excited to be back and have had 
lots to tell us after their holidays. We are still re-living RKI’s wonderful musical performance of The 
Gingerbread Men on the last day of term and can’t wait for RDC’s performance of The Little Red Hen on 
Friday. It is quite remarkable how much the children have grown in confidence since September and that 
they are able to perform in front of more than 500 people, with a few butterflies but mainly great 
excitement and enthusiasm. We are very proud of them! This year is flying by and it is very hard to believe 
that we are now in the final half term of the school year.  

Our topic this half term is ‘Growing up’. We will explore how plants grow, with trips to our fantastic 
school allotment, and also provide the children with time to reflect on how much they have grown and 
matured in their time in Reception. 

English 
We will begin our new topic by reading the much-loved traditional tale, Jack and the Beanstalk. The 
children will be encouraged to re-enact the story in the Giant’s Castle role-play area, as well as outside, 
with lots of terrifying cries of “Fee, Fi, Fo, Fum!”.  As a contrast to the tiny Elves and the Shoemaker elf 
writing, the children will have the opportunity to experiment with big Giant writing on paper and in chalk 
on the blackboard doors outside. We will also use non-fiction books to discover more about the life-cycle 
of plants and will end the half term with a ‘We’re going on a Year 1 Hunt’, inspired by the classic text 
‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’, the first book the children will focus on in Year 1. 
 
Phonics 
In phonics we will continue to recap and reinforce all of the phonemes (letter sounds) and graphemes (how 
the letter sounds are written) we have learned this year, from single letter sounds to digraphs and 
trigraphs. The children will have lots of opportunities to apply their phonic knowledge through reading and 
writing one, two or multi-syllable words, as well as short sentences. 
 
Maths 
In maths we will be doing lots of work to reinforce counting, recognising and ordering numbers. We will be 
comparing numbers; saying which number is bigger and which is smaller and finding one more and one less 
than numbers from 0 to 20 and beyond. We will continue to talk about time and money and will be 
encouraging the children to use mathematical language to describe different 2D and 3D shapes.  
We will be experimenting with adding and subtracting and having fun with recording our mathematical 
thinking in simple ways. We will also be exploring the concepts of doubling and halving. 
 
 
Forest School 
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There will be two more sessions for each group this half term, so please check the dates below, write them 
on your calendars and let us know in advance if you’re able to come with us. As you know, we rely on 
volunteers and Forest school sessions are a lovely way to spend an afternoon with your child and their 
friends. We are also always grateful for jars of instant hot chocolate powder and biscuits. Thank you very 
much for your support. We hope to relocate to the school allotment for some of our Forest School 
afternoons this term. 
 

Forest School Dates Summer Term 
 

RDC Rabbits Tuesday 13th June 
RKI Hedgehogs Thursday 15th June 
RDC Foxes Tuesday 20th June 
RKI Squirrels Thursday 22nd June 
RDC Rabbits Tuesday 27th June 
RKI Hedgehogs Thursday 29th June 
RDC Foxes Tuesday 4th July 
RKI Squirrels Thursday 6th July 

 
Transition to Year 1 
We will be talking lots about growing up and moving on this half term, to help prepare your children for 
the transition into Year 1. We will explore different areas of the school including the library and the art 
studio and find out where Year 1 children line up in the playground in the morning. On Monday 17th July 
the children will spend the morning with their Year 1 teachers in their new classrooms.  
 
Sports Days 
The Reception Sports day will be in the morning on Friday 7th July in the lower playground and parents are 
very welcome to come and cheer the children on. We have also arranged a sport fun day at Highgate 
School for each Reception class. Highgate Primary children will take part in a carousel of sport activities 
along with Highgate School children. They will very kindly be providing a packed lunch for our children too. 
 
Open Evening 
On Tuesday 18th July, after school, there is an open evening for all parents. It is an opportunity to say 
goodbye to this year’s teaching team and meet the new teachers for next year. 
  
Nature Kitchen 
We now have a barrel for our Nature Kitchen for collecting rainwater in which the children can use to mix 
up and cook delicious concoctions with. Any donations of pots, pans, storage jars, fairy cake trays, a pestle 
and mortar, weighing scales, herbs, grass cuttings, flowers, petals etc would be very gratefully received. 
Thank you! 
 
Volunteers 
We always love having volunteers in class in the afternoon. If you have a project you would like to lead 
with the children, please do let us know – it could be art, craft, messy-play, music, dance, story-telling, 
cooking or science. We are open to all ideas! 
 
Morning drop-off 
Thank you so much for all of your support in helping the children to make the significant step of arriving at 
school on time, lining up and coming into the classrooms on their own when the bell goes. We know from 
experience that getting used to this morning routine in the summer term of Reception makes the transition 
into Year 1 so much smoother, for both parents and children. Thank you for your continued support with 
this over the next few weeks. Please feel free to have a quick catch up with one of the team in the 
playground in the morning, or a more leisurely chat after school. We would also appreciate your support in 
helping the children to remember to bring their book bags - with reading records and reading books inside 
- each day. Homework is due in on Wednesdays. 
 
Clothing 
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We hope to have lots of sunny days over the next few weeks so please apply suncream to your children 
before school and leave a sunhat on your child’s peg. 
 
Important Dates 
 

Saturday 1st July  Highgate Primary Summer Fair 
 

Monday 3rd July (am) RKI Sport Fun Day at Highgate School 
 

Wednesday 5th July (am) RDC Sport Fun Day at Highgate School 
 

Friday 7th July (am) Reception Sports Day  
 

Friday 14th July School Reports go home 
 

Monday 17th July 
 

Meet next year’s teacher morning for children 

Tuesday 18th July (pm) 
 

Open evening for parents 
 

Friday 21st July Term ends 
 

 
 
Thank you for all your support. 
 
With very best wishes for a sunny summer term,  
 
 
 
The Reception Team 
Kate, David, Chrissie, Tom, Rosie, Abdul 

 


