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Monday 27th February 2017 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
 

Reception Newsletter Spring 2  
  
 
Welcome back to Spring 2. We hope you had a lovely half term break. The children all seem very happy to 
be back and are full of energy and excitement after their holiday. We are really enjoying their wonderful 
and creative Book Boxes. 

Our topic this half term is ‘Animals’. Our role-play areas have evolved into a safari camp and an Animal 
Rescue Centre. The children have been busy spotting ‘The Big Five’; the lion, elephant, buffalo, leopard and 
rhinoceros and using their medical skills to revive all sorts of weird and wonderful animals!  

 

Reception Cake Sale 

All the Reception staff, not to mention the entire school, were floored by the amazing turnout of cakes and 
yummy items for our Reception cake sale last half-term.  Thank you so much for all your wonderful 
contributions and effort in bringing such a success.  We are excited to announce that we took in a record-
breaking amount of £546!  We look forward to finding great ways to spend this money for the children and 
will keep you updated. 

 

Timetable 
The timetable will continue as it did last half term, with a daily English, maths and phonics session, Mandarin 
twice a week and PE with John. This still leaves lots of time for indoor and outdoor play, exploration and 
investigation.  
 
 
English 
We are continuing to plan a range of exciting activities based around books that we think the children will 
love.  We have begun the half term by reading books set in Africa, including ‘Bringing the Rain to Kapiti 
Plain’ by Verna Aardema, which has beautiful illustrations of Kenyan landscapes and animals. The children 
have written excellent captions for some photographs of African animals and will also make stick puppets 
ready to retell the story in our puppet theatre. We will be working in groups to re-enact the story, explore 
the rhyming patterns, and create story maps. We are also looking at ‘Handa’s Surprise’ and ‘The Very 
Selfish Crocodile’.  
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For the next few weeks we will be continuing our animals theme, through ‘Rosie’s Walk’ and other stories 
about farm animals, before moving onto pet animals, during which we will be looking at some non-fiction 
books. Writing activities will include creating our own guides to looking after pets.  
 
Phonics 
In phonics we have been revising the letter names and sounds that we learned last term and will now move 
on to learning the next set of sounds; ‘th’, ‘ng’, ‘ai’, ‘ee’, ‘igh’, ‘oa’, ‘oo’ ‘ar’, ‘or’ ‘ur’ and ‘ow’. The children 
may refer to these as digraphs (2 letters making one sound) and trigraphs (three letters making one sound).  
We are practising the letter names as well as their sounds and continuing to learn how to read and write 
high-frequency words. We are delighted to see the children using their phonic knowledge more and more 
in their reading and writing and to see their confidence growing.  
 
Maths 
This half term we will continue to practise our counting; forwards and backwards and starting from 
different numbers, not just 0 or 1. We will be playing lots of games ordering numbers from 1-20, counting 
groups of objects and matching to numerals and counting given amounts of objects from a larger group.  
 
The children will be comparing groups of objects using the language or ‘more’ and ‘less’ and  ‘greater’ and 
‘fewer’ and will begin to find 1 more or 1 less in groups to 10. We will continue to explore size, weight and 
capacity through lots of practical activities, both inside and outside and will also revisit 2D shapes. 
 
Forest School 
Reception Forest School got off to a great start last half term. The children know all about ‘no picking no 
licking’, the route to our site, including all the different waiting trees and what to do if we see a dog. They 
have jumped out of trees, balanced on logs, squelched in mud, built dens, left stick trails, watched squirrels 
and searched for minibeasts!  
 
There will be 2 sessions for each group this half term, beginning next week, so please put the dates below 
in your diary and let us know if you’re able to come with us. As you know, we rely on volunteers and it is a 
lovely way to spend an afternoon with your child and their forest school friends. We are also always 
grateful for jars of instant hot chocolate powder (to stir into hot water) and biscuits, as well as help 
washing up the cups and packing away the waterproof suits afterwards. Thank you very much for your help. 
 
Forest School Dates 
 
RDC Rabbits Tuesday 28th February 

Tuesday 14th March 
RDC Foxes Tuesday 7th March 

Tuesday 21st March 
RKI Hedgehogs Thursday 2nd March 

Thursday 16th March  
RKI Squirrels Thursday 9th March 

Thursday 23rd March 
 
Trip to Kentish Town City Farm 
We will be visiting Kentish Town City Farm in weeks 3 and 4 of this half term: RDC on Friday 10th March 
and RKI on Monday 13th March. We will travel by bus from Highgate Village to Gospel Oak. A letter with 
more details has been emailed, but please keep the date free to come with us if you can – we would love to 
have you! 
 
‘Inspire’ 
At Highgate Primary, one of the highlights of each school year is the class’s Inspire event. Inspire is a 
programme which invites parents (or other special family members) to come into school and take part in a 
fun and creative, topic-related workshop. It is a wonderful opportunity to see how your child learns and 
interacts at school. The Reception Inspire events will take place in the last week of this half term. A letter 
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with more details will be sent to you nearer the time, but do please make a note of the date (see below). 
Thank you. 
 
Nature kitchen 
Thank you very much for the contributions you make to our nature kitchen. We really appreciate the 
donations of herbs, pinecones, leaves, shells and any other natural items which can enrich the station. 

 

Reminders:   

• Book bags and reading records 
Because different guided reading groups read on different days, and these times can fluctuate due to 
illness or special class activities, can you please keep your child’s reading book and reading record 
in his or her school bag and bring it in every day, so we can simply change the book and update you 
on progress as and when. Thank you for providing us with such useful feedback about your child’s 
home reading every week. 
 

• Homework  
We will continue to ask as normal that completed homework books be returned to the box in 
class by Wednesday of each week, so that we can mark them and are ready to assign new 
homework on Fridays. 

 
• Morning routine 

The children’s morning settling-in routine is becoming smoother and easier for them with every 
week, and with your help they are adjusting nicely and ready to begin their learning with each 
English lesson first thing.  You also may have noticed that each day we now have a dedicated 
member of staff on gate duty. The Reception gate is shut every day at 9:15, so we ask that, when 
possible, parents leave from the Reception gate before this time so that we can start our lessons 
on time.  Of course, there may be the odd occasion when you need to stay longer, in which case 
you may leave through the office and main gate. 
 

• Toys and special things from home 
We have a few incidents at the moment of children bringing things from home into class.  We do 
worry that toys will become lost or broken at school, so think it best if these home things stay at 
home, or in bags at the very least.  Of course, if there is something relevant to our topic that your 
child would like to share with the class, please do feel welcome to bring it in! 

 
• Spare clothes 

Please double-check that your child has a set of spare clothes at school, in the event that he or she 
needs to be changed.  We run out of school spares quite quickly some days, particularly trousers. 
 

• Wellies 
Now that Forest School is in full swing, please provide a pair of wellies for your child to wear in 
Highgate Wood so they may fully enjoy the outdoors and all the dirt, mud and puddles that comes 
along with it. 

 
• Donations 

We greatly appreciate all donations of items from home that you are bringing in.  At the moment in 
particular we are looking for: 
Junk modelling items 
Food colouring (especially blue) 
Instant hot chocolate powder (for stirring into hot water) 
Plain flour 
Baby oil 
Spare boys’ trousers 
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• Parental involvement 

We are very happy for parents to come into school and lead art, craft or cultural activities. Please  
feel welcome to come to us with ideas. 
 

• Hurrah cards 
Please do complete one of our ‘Hurrah cards’ to share a very special or significant achievement 
your child has made at home. If you need another one, do ask. 

 
 
Spring Term Important Dates 
 

Friday 10th March 11.30 – 3.30pm RDC trip to Kentish Town City Farm 
 

Monday 13th March 11.30 – 3.30pm RKI trip to Kentish Town City Farm 
 

Wednesday 29th  March 3:50-6 pm or 
Thursday 30th  March 5:50-8 pm 

Parent Consultations 
 
 

Wednesday 29th March 9.30 – 11am RDC Inspire event 
 

Thursday 30th March 9.30 – 11am RKI Inspire event 
 

Friday 31st March Term ends 
 

 
 
Thank you for all your support. 
 
With very best wishes,  
 
 
 
The Reception Team 
Kate, David, Chrissie, Rosie, Tom, Abdul and Alina 

 


