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Thursday 8th September 2016  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope you had a wonderful summer and that your child is enjoying their start to Year 6. We are looking 
forward to an exciting year filled with great topics, performances and of course our long awaited residential 
trip to Pendarren. 

 

Teaching arrangements 

For those of you who have not yet met us, 6EH is taught by Emma Horstead and 6RB by Rob Burgess.  

Class teachers’ preparation and planning time is on Wednesday mornings, which will usually be covered by 
William Dean and Ruth Vince. Beverley Barron, Bryan Upfield and Faye Thomas will also be working in 
Year 6 this year. 

 

Curriculum 

English and Topic 

The topic this half term will be ‘Heroes and Superheroes’. We will begin the year with an exciting In-Day, 
during which the children will create their own superheroes. These will then be used as the starring 
characters of their own superhero adventure stories.  

We will be looking at the lives of real life heroes such as Matama Gandhi and Nelson Mandela and creating 
biographies about these amazing people. We will also be writing persuasive letters this half term and 
thinking about how to adapt our writing for different audiences and purposes. 

If you have any superheroes comics, books or other resources at home please could you send them in for 
us to use in class.  

 

SPAG 

Each morning we start our Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar sessions at 9am prompt so it is absolutely 
essential that the children are in school on time every day.  

This term we will be looking at: 

• Synonyms and antonyms (for example, big, large, little). 
• Understanding and use of the passive to affect the presentation of information in a sentence (for 

example, ‘I broke the window in the greenhouse’ versus ‘The window in the greenhouse was broken.’). 
• Use of commas, dashes and brackets. 
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Maths 

In Maths we will be starting by revisiting and reinforcing the children’s understanding of place value. We will 
then move on to looking at negative numbers, factors, prime numbers and multiples. The children are 
expected to know their multiplication tables up to 12 x 12 by this year so we will be doing lots of practise 
of this too. This half term we will also be spending time practising different calculation methods for all four 
operations. We will finish by drawing and investigating 2D and 3D shapes; making nets and drawing angles 
using a protractor. 

 

Science 

In science this half term we will be looking at living things and their habitats. 

 
Mandarin 

Pan Loushi will continue to teach the class Mandarin this with two half hourly sessions each week. Children 
are encouraged to support the learning in class by accessing the Mandarin blog which is available through 
the school website. Rhoda will be setting optional homework each week to support the week’s learning. 

 

P.E. 

In P.E. will be doing invasion games. This includes netball, basketball and tag rugby. 

P.E. days are as follows: 

6EH Wednesdays and Fridays 

6RB Thursdays and Fridays 

Children should have P.E. kit in school at all times.  

P.E. kit consists of: 

• T shirt 
• Shorts / Tracksuit bottoms for colder weather 
• Socks 
• Plimsolls or trainers 

 

Reading 

The expectation is for all Year 6 children to read for at least 30 minutes every day and we hope that your 
children are enjoying a wide range of reading including stories, poems, information books, news, magazines 
and graphic novels. Reading records will continue to be used in Year 6. We appreciate that this can be 
time-consuming so we ask that you sign or make a short comment once a week. 
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Homework 

In addition to the reading homework, we will be sending home weekly written homework tasks, starting 
next week. This will be handed out on a Friday and should be handed in to the class teacher by the 
following Wednesday. We will send regular maths activities, which will usually be investigational, as well as 
spelling and grammar tasks. We may sometimes send home topic projects, writing or science work. 
Occasionally we might also send home practise SATs questions for children to complete. We expect all 
children to complete the homework tasks every week. For those children who find homework difficult or 
are having trouble understanding the task, we will offer a Tuesday lunchtime homework support session. 
Please support your child to bring their homework to this if they need help. 

Outside Clothing 

We will be going outside for break times and PE lessons in cold weather and in light rain. Please make sure 
your child has suitable clothing with them at all times. 
 
Volunteers 
We are always looking for more helpers in school. If you can help with reading or any other activities, 
please speak to a school adult or let the office know. 
 
 
Medication 
If your child needs an inhaler, epipen or any other medication, then it is your responsibility to make sure 
that it is in date and hasn’t run out. Please check regularly. 
 
Birthdays 
We understand that you may want to celebrate your child’s birthday by sending in a treat into school. As 
we are a healthy school, we encourage you to send in a book for your child’s class library to be read at the 
end of the school day, a homemade snack or cake or some fruit. Please don’t send in bags of sweets to 
school as it is contrary to the healthy lifestyle we are trying to promote. 
 
SATS 
In the spring we will host a meeting to discuss the 2017 SATS in detail. Do let us know if you have any 
questions in the meantime. 

Equipment 

All children should bring a bag to school daily, large enough to fit A4 exercise books (eg, the Homework 
book). They should also have a water bottle in class which should be taken home and re-filled daily. 

We will continue to provide stationery equipment for children to use in school, though some children may 
choose to bring in their own pencil-cases and stationery. At home, in addition to pens, pencils, rubbers and 
sharpeners, children should have a clear 30cm ruler, a protractor/angle-measurer and a compass for 
homework tasks. For writing in school and in their homework books, they should use a blue handwriting 
pen or a fountain pen with blue ink – not a biro! 

Please make sure all equipment and clothing your child brings into school is named. 
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Key Dates 

Monday 12th September Year 6 Parents Meeting 3.00 p.m. 

Saturday 8th October Fireworks Night 5:30 pm 

Wednesday 19th October Harvest Assembly 10:00 a.m. 

Friday 21st October  Break up for half term holiday 

Monday 31st October to Friday 4th November Pendarren week 

Friday 18th November Pendarren Assembly both classes 

 

We hope that your child has a very successful year with us in Year 6. If at any time you wish to discuss 
matters concerning your child, we are available either by appointment or for a brief chat at the beginning or 
end of the school day. If you wish to email us, please feel free to do so via the office and we will respond 
personally, as soon as possible.  

 

With best wishes, 

 

Emma and Rob 


