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Thursday 8th September 2016  

 

Dear Parents 

 

We hope you had a wonderful summer and that your child is enjoying their start to Year 5.  

 

Teaching arrangements 

 

For those of you who have not yet met us, 5BJD is taught by Billie-Jean Daniels and 5NL by Nick Lynch.  

Class teachers’ preparation and planning time, in Year 5, is on Wednesday mornings. This will be covered 
by Higher Level Teaching Assistants Faye Thomas and Beverly Barron who are both extremely experienced 
and know the classes well. 

For this term and for the first half of next term, Year 5 will also use this time to go swimming (see below 
for swimming requirements). 

 

Curriculum 

The topic this half term will be ‘A Victorian Childhood’, where the children will be learning what it was like 
to be a child during Victorian times. They will study the differences between the lives of the rich and the 
poor. We will visit the Ragged School Museum in the East End and the topic will culminate in a fantastic 
Victorian Day, where the classrooms and the school day will be transformed. This experience gives Year 5 
children a feel for what it would have really been like as a pupil in a Victorian school.  

 

The Victorian theme will be followed across the curriculum. Within English, the children will be studying 
Berlie Doherty’s fabulous book, ‘Street Child’, and, in the very near future, ‘Oliver Twist’.  In Maths, Year 5 
will be working on their understanding of number, focusing on both mental maths and written methods. In 
Science ‘Animals including humans’, focusing on how the human body develops, will be considered. For 
their physical education, the children will be taking part in swimming lessons and will also be improving 
their gymnastics skills in the gym. Later in the half-term, children will learn about the changes which take 
place during puberty and we will write to you separately about this closer to the time. Children will also 
continue to have Mandarin with Rhoda and Music with Hilla.  
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Homework 

There will be weekly English and Maths home learning, starting in the second week of term. The home 
learning will be given out on a Friday and will need to be returned by the following Wednesday. If your 
child is unable to complete their homework at home, or needs additional support, please let us know and 
we will be more than happy to help them. The children will have Home Learning books to keep their work 
in; spare copies of the homework will be available in classrooms.  

 

PE 

There will be a swimming lesson each week, on a Wednesday, and one indoor sports session and it is 
essential that your child has suitable kit for use in both sessions.  

The swimwear requirements set by the Haringey Swimming Programme are as follows: 

  

·     All children must wear swimming hats 

  

·     Boys swimwear must be short and close fitting 

  

·     Girls swimwear one piece costume - no bikinis 

  

·     Swimwear for religious issues must be close fitting and kept for swimming sessions only 

 

If your child needs an inhaler, they must have it with them at the poolside or they will not be allowed to 
swim. 

 

P.E. days this term are: 

5BJD: Tuesday afternoon  

5NL: Monday afternoon 

It is worth mentioning that the children will be expected to participate in P.E., even when light rain is 
forecast. The same applies to break times, therefore please ensure that your child has an appropriate layer 
to put on during such occasions. 

 

Further Information 

In line with the school’s Healthy Eating Policy, we are no longer able to hand out sweets and shop brought 
confectionary. However, we are still happy to celebrate your child’s birthday with them and would be 
delighted to read a book donated to the class library in honour of your child and/or hand out a homemade 
nut free cake /or cakes that have been divided into the appropriate number of portions, or fresh fruit. 

 

As a school, we highly value classroom volunteers, particularly to read with children during school time. If 
you are able to give regular time to this (even half an hour per week), please let your class teacher know. 
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Key Dates 

 

Date  

Monday 12th September Year 5 Parent Meeting – 3.00 p.m. 

Thursday 22nd September  Ragged School Trip 

Friday 7th October  5BJD Assembly – 9.30 a.m. 

Saturday 8th October Fireworks Evening – 5.30 p.m. 

Friday 14th October  5NL Assembly – 9.30 a.m. 

Wednesday 19th October Harvest Assembly – 10.00 a.m. 

Friday 21st October  Victorian Day 

 

We hope that your child has a very successful year with us in Year 5. If at any time you wish to discuss 
matters concerning your child, we are available either by appointment or for a brief chat at the beginning or 
end of the school day. If you wish to email us, please feel free to do so via the office and we will respond 
personally, at the end of the day.  

 

With best wishes, 

 

 

Billie and Nick 

 

 

 


