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Year 3 Newsletter 
September 2016 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
A warm welcome to Year 3. We hope you all had a wonderful summer. The children have got off to a 
flying start this week, drawing self-portraits as part of the introduction to their new topic. 
 
Year 3 Topics 
The topics we study throughout the year are: 

 
Autumn 1:  Living Together 
Autumn 2:  Chocolate 
Spring 1:  Treasures of Ancient Egypt 
Spring 2:  Zambia: Different Places, Similar Lives 
Summer 1:  Londinium 
Summer 2:  From Palaeontology to Archaeology 

 
Topic 
In our first topic ‘Living Together’ we will be considering ourselves, our families, the school community and 
exploring the wider community. As part of this topic we will be paying a visit to Bhaktivedanta Manor in 
Hertfordshire, the headquarters of the Hari Krishna movement in Britain, to find how different groups of 
people who share particular values, ideas and beliefs live together. We will also be going on a local visit to 
Kenwood House. Please look out for an email in the near future with more details on this.   
 
English: Reading 
Please ensure that you listen to your child read for twenty minutes a day and that you record a weekly 
comment in the reading record. This does not have to be restricted to the books which we send home 
with the children, but can include any other books which they choose to read as well. Please bring in the 
reading record on a Wednesday, along with the homework book.  
 
English: Writing 
The first unit will be a narrative one, based on stories with familiar settings. We will read, discuss and 
compare stories with familiar settings, focusing on common features and themes and will write stories 
based on I’ll Take You to Mrs Cole. We will listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction by Anthony 
Browne, write a character description and a book review of an Anthony Browne book. The final unit is 
based on traditional tales, with a link to Hinduism. We will increase familiarity with a wide range of books, 
including myths, legends and traditional stories and books from other cultures and traditions. We will end 
the half term by writing our own quest story, based on Hindu myths. 
 
Maths 
In maths this half term we will be covering a range of areas. We will be starting the term by looking at 
numbers and the number system and solving basic problems. We will then look at counting and comparing. 
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After that we spend a week on visualising and constructing 2-d shapes. We end the half term look at 
calculations involving addition.  
 
Music, Mandarin & Science 
The children will continue to have a whole class music lesson on a Monday afternoon with Hilla 
Moshenson. Pan Loushi will continue to teach Mandarin with two half hourly sessions each week. Children 
are encouraged to support the learning in class by accessing the Mandarin blog which is available through 
the school website. Rhoda will be setting optional homework each week to support the week’s learning. 
This half term science focus is Light, including being able to recognise that they need light in order to see 
things and that dark is the absence of light.  
 
PE 
PE for 3OP is every Monday and Tuesday. 3MK will have PE on Tuesday and Friday. Please ensure your 
child has a change of clothes (t-shirt, shorts or tracksuit trousers, socks and trainers/plimsolls) in their PE 
kit.  Weather permitting, we will be having some PE sessions outside, so please ensure that the clothing is 
appropriate for this. The PE kit bag can stay on the children’s pegs and be taken home at the end of each 
half term. 
 
Homework 
Homework will be sent out on Fridays and should be returned on Wednesdays in time for us to look at it 
and hand out the next piece.  Homework will be an activity that consolidates the learning the children have 
been doing during the week in English and Maths. 
 
Break time 
Please send your child in with a piece of fruit to eat at morning break to keep them going until lunch time, 
which is at the later time now of 12.30 pm. Please continue to allow your child to bring a bottle of water to 
school for them to drink in the classroom. As we are a Green school, please encourage your child to re-
use their water bottle by bringing it home at the end of each day. Also, please remember that we are a nut-
free school. 
 
Timetable 
In the mornings we meet in the top (entrance) playground for an 8.55am start. Registers close at 9:05am. If 
your child arrives after registers close they will need to report to the office for a late pass to bring to their 
teacher. At 3:30pm we will meet you on the top (entrance) playground near the number square. 
 
Dates for diaries: 
Trip to Bhaktivedanta Manor: 27th September   
Trip to Kenwood House: 6th October  
Fireworks Evening: 8th October 
Harvest Assembly: 19th October  
Last day of Half Term: 21st October  
Start of Autumn Term 2: 31st October   
Parent Consultations: 23rd and 24th November  
Christmas Show: 14th and 15th December  
End of Autumn Term: 20th December 
Start of Spring Term: 4th January   
Inspire: 3MK Tuesday 7th February  
            3OP Thursday 9th February   
 
 
Best wishes,  
 
The Year 3 Team   
 


