
 

Headteacher: William Dean Highgate Primary School, Storey Road, London N6 4ED 

tel: 020 8340 7023  |  fax: 020 8341 6266  |  www.highgateprimaryschool.co.uk  |  office@highgateprimaryschool.co.uk 

 
 
 

12th September 2016 

Year 1 Newsletter 

Autumn 1 2016 

Dear parents,  

A very warm welcome to Year 1! 

Your children have begun the new school year brilliantly and have already settled in extremely well. Thank 
you so much for your support in saying goodbye to them in the playground and helping them to start each 
day so happily and confidently.  

It was good to see many of you at the meeting on Thursday.  We are looking forward to getting to know 
you, as well as your children, over the coming months.  

Timetable 

This half term the children will have a short phonics lesson at the start of each day, followed by a morning 
of either Maths or English based teaching and activities inside the classrooms and outside in the Peace 
Garden. The afternoons will include lots of opportunities for independent play and learning, as well as topic 
sessions and activities (which may include science, history, geography, art, DT and computing). The children 
will also have two PE lessons, one music lesson (with Hilla) and two 15-minute Mandarin lessons with Li 
Lao Shi each week.  

 

Curriculum 

Our topic this half term is The World Through Our Senses. The children hugely enjoyed exploring all five 
of their senses this week; the highlights were probably putting their hands into ‘feely bags’ and discovering 
cooked spaghetti, playing the drums exceptionally loudly in the Peace Garden and exploring the dark tent 
with a torch!  Next week we will read Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What do you Hear? by Eric Carle and the 
children will write about the different animals in the story and what noises they make. Later in the term we 
will be Going on a Bear Hunt, reading and retelling the classic story and writing our own versions.  Next 
week we will also have a visitor from Blanche Nevile and will find out what it’s like to be deaf and wear a 
hearing aid or have a cochlear implant.  Later in the term we will have a blind visitor, who will bring her 
guide dog and Braille machine. At the end of term we will be harvesting, cooking and tasting delicious food 
from our school allotment. In Maths we will be counting to 20 and then to 100, recognising, naming and 
comparing 2D and 3D shapes and starting to add and subtract to 10.  It is going to be a very busy and 
enjoyable half term! 
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Trips this term 

Towards the end of the term we will visit the Christmas Experience at St James’ Church (date to be 
confirmed) and Jackson’s Lane Theatre on Tuesday 6th December for a performance of ‘We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt’.  We will let you know how much each event will cost nearer the time. 

 

Forest School 

We will start going to the woods in Week 4.  Each class will be divided into two Forest School groups who 
will visit Highgate Woods on alternate weeks.  This means that every child will have two Forest School 
afternoons this half term.  We will leave as soon as we can after lunch and return for the end of the day. 
We will provide the children with waterproof suits. Please make sure you bring in your child’s wellies, 
which can be kept at school.  

Forest School is a very important element of our Year 1 ethos. It allows the children to spend a whole 
afternoon outdoors in the woods, experiencing nature and the elements, playing and learning on their own 
and with each other, outside of the classroom.  It can only continue with your support, so please do let us 
know if you are able to volunteer on a regular basis.  We need three volunteers per session.  A further 
letter will follow soon setting out the Forest School groups and dates. 

 

Important Year 1 dates for the year: 

 

1SM assembly 27th January 2017 

IEJ assembly 3rd February 2017 

1EJ Inspire Event 7th March 2017 

1SM Inspire Event 9th March 2017 

IEJ assembly 12th May 2017 

ISM assembly 19th May 2017 

 

Parentmail 

Almost all school correspondence is sent out via Parentmail so please make sure the office has your up to 
date email contact details.  Copies of newsletters and any important letters sent home will also be posted 
on the school website. 

 

Homework 

Homework will be sent home each week on Friday and is due in the following Wednesday. It will be a 
short activity for the children to do with you at home, based on what we’ve been exploring in school that 
week. It could be a phonics, Maths, English or a topic based activity. Please encourage your child to do their 
homework and give them as much (or as little) support as they need.  

 

PE  

PE lessons are on Monday and Thursday for 1EJ and Tuesday and Wednesday for 1SM. No PE kit is 
required but on PE days please send your child in wearing suitable clothes and either wearing trainers or 
with a pair to change into.  
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Guided reading 

Guided Reading will begin in the next couple of weeks, with all children reading to Sharon or Emma, in 
similar-level groups. The groups are flexible and will change throughout the year, reflecting the fact that 
children progress at different rates.  

 

Your child will bring home one book each week.  Please support the children by hearing them read their 
book several times during the week, leaving a comment for us in the new Reading Record and putting it 
into your child’s book bag each morning.  We will then have time to read your comments and to select a 
book for the following week. This is in addition to reading for pleasure with your child and the traditional 
bedtime story. If you don’t have a school book bag, they are available from the office.  

 

Water bottles and outdoor clothing 

A reminder to send your children to school with a named water bottle (no juice please) each day. As you 
will have noticed, the Year 1 classrooms open onto our own outdoor decking area and then into the Peace 
Garden. We will encourage all the children to take part in the activities set up outside each day, so please 
make sure they come to school with a warm jumper, raincoat and suitable shoes. 

 

If you would like to talk to any of the Year 1 team, we are available for a brief chat in the playground in the 
morning, before the bell goes at 9am. If you would like a more in-depth conversation please make an 
appointment to see us in the afternoon after school. 

 

 

With very best wishes, 

The Year 1 Team 

 

 

Sharon, Emma, Rachael, Alena and Ruby 

 

 
 


