
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Headteacher’s Newsletter 

November 2015 
 

Dear parents, 

 

As we head towards the busy festive season, this November 

Newsletter brings you up-to-date with all the exciting events 

that have happened in recent weeks and keeps you informed as 

to what will be happening in the run-up to Christmas. 
 

Harvest Festival Assembly 

 
Highgate Primary celebrated its Harvest Festival with a truly 

memorable and moving assembly which captured the warmth 

and diversity of the school. Once again the hall was filled to 

bursting with family and friends to hear the children sing and 

sign so beautifully, in English, British Sign Language and, for the 

first time, in Mandarin! Both school choirs performed beautifully 

and should be very proud of themselves.  A heart-felt thanks to 

all the parents and children for their generous donations which 

adorned the stage and were sincerely appreciated by local  

 

 

residents and the Muswell Hill Drop-In Centre for the 

homeless. Thank you to Planet Organic for donating their 

fabulous bags to help distribute your donations. As ever, thank 

you to the PSA for their wonderful display - and a huge thank 

you to Hilla for directing the Assembly. 

 

Year 6 Trip to Pendarren 

 
Last Friday, children and staff from Year 6 safely returned from 

Pendarren Outdoor Education Centre, nestled in the Brecon 

Beacons between Table Mountain and Sugar Loaf Mountain, 

after a memorable week filled with adventures and fun. 

Highlights included canoeing, bush-craft, campfires, rock 

climbing, zip wires, castles and coalmines, with hearty 

breakfasts, deep sleeps and of course the much anticipated last 

night disco. Pendarren has certainly found a place in the hearts 

of our brave and very well behaved children. Many thanks to 

the Year 6 team and other staff who helped create such special 

memories. 

 

 
 

School Sport - Netball  
Children in Years 5 and 6 took part in the Haringey Inter-

Schools Netball Tournament at Highgate Wood School. After 

being drawn into a difficult group, the team found their rhythm 

in the second game, with a convincing win over Ferry Lane 

thanks to the goal of the tournament from Lola. We continued 

the matches on good form, with goals from Tyreek and Mani, 

coming from precise passing from Kizzie and Denise in the 

middle of the court. The team played with great credit, just 

missing out on the quarter finals. Well played everyone.  

 

 

 



 

Victorian Day 

 
On the first day back after half term, children in Year 5 were 

transported back in time to Highgate Primary, 1877. Nail 

inspections, poetry recitations, prayers, drill and botany filled 

the day, all conducted by a team of rather austere Victorian 

teachers. Many thanks to Dan, Amy, Bryan and Beverly for 

helping re-create the harsh reality of Victorian life.  
 

What Price Progress? 

 
Year 5 began their topic 'What Price Progress?' by looking at 

the impact of the industrial revolution. The objective was to 

create Brunel’s Clifton suspension bridge from rolls of 

newspaper. The factory workers endured the repetitive nature 

of their tasks, whilst the engineers rose to the challenge of 

working as a team to design and build an impressive structure. 

A fantastic start to an extremely thought-provoking topic. 
 

Forest School 

 
If you happened to be in Highgate Woods last week, you may 

well have seen 58 Reception children on their first school trip, 

balancing on fallen tree trunks, climbing trees and using 

magnifying glasses to search for evidence of The Gruffalo. They 

managed to find the mouse, owl, fox and snake and eventually, 

after following some rather large footprints, even the Gruffalo 

himself. ‘Gruffalo crumble!’ the children shouted in their loudest 

voices and he ran away as fast as he possibly could. It was a 

wonderful first trip and the classes are all very excited about 

starting their first Forest School sessions after Christmas. 

Thank you to all the parents who came with us and for the hot 

chocolate and biscuit donations.  

 
 

Year 3 Community Celebration 

 
The children ended their first topic in Year 3 by holding a 

community celebration. Important community guests were 

invited to hear about the countries the children had links to. 

With an array of wonderful traditional costumes on display, the 

highlight of the afternoon was tucking into the delicious foods 

from around the world, brought in by the children and their 

families. An excellent afternoon and finale to ‘Living 

Together’. Thank you to all the parents who helped out by 

cooking food or setting up on the day. 

  
Rainforest Visitors 

 
As part of their topic ‘Chocolate’, Year 3 has been learning 

about the rainforest and its significance for chocolate 

production. The rainforest created in the year 3 classrooms 

was brought to life with a visit by real rainforest animals and 

plants from the Wolves Lane Horticultural Nursery. The 

children were introduced to a variety of rainforest animals 

including snakes, frogs and beetles. Later in the week a 



 

representative from Divine Chocolate tantalized the children 

with tales of Ghanaian chocolate production. The tasting of the 

different types of chocolate was of course the highlight of a 

fascinating afternoon. 

 

Fireworks  

 
Once again, the annual Highgate Primary Fireworks Night at the 

North London Cricket Club was a huge success. Slightly earlier 

than usual, the weather was much kinder than last year and the 

children delighted in running around with their glow sticks as 

dusk fell. The fireworks display was simply stunning and it was 

wonderful to see so many friends and family supporting this 

memorable event. After expenses, the PSA raised about £1000 

from the event. An enormous thank you to all the parent and 

staff volunteers for creating such a fun and atmospheric event. 

 

Confucius Classroom Celebration 

 
Today the school celebrated the inauguration of our Confucius 

Classroom.  As such, the school is recognised as a centre of 

excellence for the teaching of Mandarin and Chinese Cultural 

Studies and will receive annual funding from the Confucius 

Institute to support the development of this fascinating subject.  

We are proud to be one of only 1000 Confucius Classrooms 

worldwide. For the launch of the Confucius Classroom, 

Chinese visitors from the Confucius Institute of Traditional 

Chinese Medicine at London Southbank University put on a 

performance of Chinese culture which included dance, martial 

arts and opera. Many thanks to Rhoda for her hard work and 

dedication in developing this important part of the Highgate 

Primary Curriculum. 

 

 

 

Black History Month 

 
As part of October’s Black History celebrations, poets Adisa 

and Nick Makoha visited the school, inspiring the children 

through their poetry and writing workshops.  Nicole-Rachelle 

Moore, who ran a Loving Literature evening for families last 

year, came back to share some of her favourite Caribbean 

stories and poetry with the younger children. Thank you to the 

PSA for sponsoring this event.  

 

Alice in Wonderland  

 
Preparations have now started for the Christmas production of 

a specially adapted performance of Alice in Wonderland. All 

children from Year 1 upwards will form the chorus for both 

performances, with one class performing on stage at the 

performance indicated below. I do hope you can come along for 

what will be a very special occasion. 

 

Tuesday 15th December  

2.00 pm 

 

1JC, 2LG, 3OP, 4BJD, 5AC, 

6NL 

Wednesday 16th December 

2.00 pm 

 

1EJ, 2PB, 3SM, 4JS, 5DN, 6JB 

 

If any artistic parents would like to help with props or scenery, 

please let your class teacher know.  All help is much 

appreciated. 

 



 

Nursery and Reception Nativity 

 
Whilst the older children are preparing for Alice in 

Wonderland, children in Nursery and Reception will be getting 

ready for their Nativity. This festive celebration will be 

performed to parents at 9.30 am on Thursday 18th December. If 

it’s anything like last year’s show, you’re in for a few surprises 

and a real treat. 

 

The Library  
We are very grateful to Karen Schroder-Smith and Becky Pieri, 

who spend their Wednesday afternoons tidying, sorting and 

organising our book collection. They have also been working 

with children in the school, supporting them to choose new 

books to read and enjoy. We are now looking to build up our 

team of library volunteers. If you are interested in learning new 

skills, helping children to select books in our library and are 

willing to offer some time each week, please contact Joanna 

Brown via the school office. 

 

Our Allotment 
It has been a very busy autumn on our wonderful allotment. 

We have harvested all sorts of vegetables and the children have 

really appreciated the freedom and knowledge they have gained 

from their patch of countryside. Our Eco Hut, led by 

woodworker-in-chief, Ellen Scrimgeour, is progressing in great 

style. We even had a visit from Ruth Pavey from the Ham and 

High, who was thrilled by the passion and love the children have 

for the allotment. We are looking forward to growing more 

produce to be used by our new chef. Many thanks to all the 

energetic parents, children and staff for their help. 

 

Photos for the Newsletter 
We are always looking for great photos for our newsletter. If 

you would like your photos of school events/trips to feature in 

the newsletter, please email them to newsletters@highgate-

pri.haringey.sch.uk and we will do our best to include them. 

Thank you. 

 

Christmas Fair  
The PSA are busy planning the Christmas Fair so please do put 

yourself forward to volunteer and donate. Just as important, 

please come along on Saturday 5 December between 12.30pm 

and 4pm to enjoy homemade stews, curries, mulled wine, mince 

pies and the wonderful cake stall. Please bring in your donations 

for the Tombola, Secret Santa and the Class Christmas 

Hampers. Raffle tickets will be on sale shortly. 

 

PTA Social 
You will by now have received a letter and Parentmail about 

our launch of ‘PTA Social’. This is the new website the PSA is 

going to use to keep you informed about our fundraising 

activities, including the opportunity to volunteer at the click of a 

button! Please make sure you read the communications about 

this important development. 

 

Important dates for the diary 
INSET Day 

School closed to children 

Friday 27th November   

6NL Assembly Friday 4th December 9.30 am 

 

Christmas Craft Fair Saturday 5th December  

12.30 – 4.00 pm 

Year 1  

Christmas Cake Sale  

Friday 11th December  

‘Alice In Wonderland’ 

Christmas Show  

Tuesday 15th December  

2.00 pm 

‘Alice in Wonderland’ 

Christmas Show  

Wednesday 16th December  

2.00 pm 

Nursery & Reception 

Nativity Play 

Thursday 17th December  

9.30 am 

Last day of term 

 

Friday 18th December  

 

INSET Day  

School closed to children 

Monday 4th January  

Children back to school  

 

Tuesday 5th January 

 
As you can see, there’s a lot going on as we approach the end 

of the year. I’d like to say a big thank you to our wonderful staff 

at Highgate Primary for their hard work and dedication in 

making this such a special time of year for our children and 

families. I look forward to seeing you all at school events over 

the next few weeks. 

 

 

 

 

With best wishes 

William 
William Dean 

Headteacher  
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