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In the blink of an eye the Spring Term has come and gone. It’s 
been busy for everyone involved with the school and much has 
been achieved. This newsletter keeps you up to date with 
everything that’s happening at Highgate Primary, from funding 
for the Family Centre to encounters with an anteater. 
 

Family Centre 

 
I am delighted to inform you that after a period of uncertainty 
regarding the future of the Family Centre, Whittington Health 
has announced its commitment to fund the provision of health 
visitors and midwifery services at Highgate Primary School for 
the financial year 2014/15. In addition to this, Whittington 
Health has made a further commitment to continue 
negotiations with commissioners with the aim of securing a 
long-term funding commitment for our Family Centre. This is 
excellent and very welcome news as the school is totally 
committed to providing a range of health, education and social 
care services to families with young children within our 
community. 
 

Family Centre Fundraising Event 
Family Centre funds were further boosted by a fundraising 
event held at the Duke’s Head pub in Highgate High Street last 
week. More than £500 was raised through a fun night of 
quizzes, bingo and raffles. Thanks to Katherine and parents’ 
Tarik and Martin for putting on this event and for their 
continued support of the Family Centre. 
 

Planes (and boats and trains) 
To complete their transport topic, ‘Making things Move’, Year 2 
travelled from Highgate to Greenwich and back again, on as 
many different forms of transport as possible. The itinerary was 
compiled with military precision and went entirely according to 
plan, on the tube from Highgate to Embankment, a boat along 
the Thames, a hike to the Observatory at the top of 
Greenwich, some fun and games on a giant world map, DLR to 
Canary Wharf, Emirates Cable Car back over the Thames,  
another short trip on the DLR to Bank and then back on the 
Northern Line to Highgate. A brisk walk from the tube station  
 

meant that everyone was back at school safely for end of the 
day. Phew! 
 

Year 2 at London Zoo 

 
Year 2’s study of nocturnal animals was rounded off this week 
with a memorable trip to London Zoo. In the all-new Night-
Zone, the children discovered the bats, rats and nocturnal 
wonders like the slender loris, bush-babies and cave fish that 
live in these murky conditions.  The children impressed zoo 
staff with their extensive knowledge of these most fascinating 
animals.  
 

Inspire Events 
March has been an extremely busy month with children and 
parents collaborating beautifully on a range of projects in 
school. Year 2 used their Inspire morning to produce fantastic 
information books and posters of nocturnal animals, whilst 
Year I children and parents proved that they really are Amazing 
Architects at their Inspire events last week.  
 
Their brief was to create a version of a favourite iconic building 
out of recycled materials. They certainly delivered. 
Representing London we had Wembley Stadium, Big Ben, the 
Shard, Gherkin and the London Eye - and from around the 
world the Sydney Opera House, several Eiffel Towers, the 
Leaning Tower of Pisa and the Taj Mahal. It certainly gave us a 
real insight into how the world would look if children were the 
architects. Minimalistic glass and steel out - bright colours, 
glitter and edible building materials are in. Why should the 
Sydney Opera House be white when it could be pink with 
sequins? Thank you very much for all the enthusiastic support 
from all parents who have attended our Inspire events. 
 

Violin and Guitar Concerts 
Last week, two special concerts were performed by the 
guitarists and violinists in Year 4. The whole-class music tuition 
scheme continues to provide all of our children with the 
opportunity to learn and perform an instrument. Thanks go the 
PSA for continuing to fund this scheme that has become such a 
part of our school. 
 

Year 3 Theatre Trip 

 
Year 3 had a very special morning out at the Hackney Empire 
on Wednesday to see a production of Tom’s Midnight Garden.  
When the grandfather clock in the hallway chimes thirteen  
 



times, Tom is transported to a secret garden from the past. 
Our children were captivated by this magical fantasy adventure 
which was brought to life by a first rate cast including actor 
Helen Ryan (better known as Becca’s mum!)  
 

Year 3 to Paradise Park 

 
To complete their Zambia topic, both Year 3 classes spent a 
day at Paradise Park studying African animals. A workshop 
which looked at the how, in nature, the fittest survive was 
followed by an exhibition of bird handling and tour of the 
animal park. This was a memorable way to end the term and 
significantly closer than South Luangwa National Park. 
 

Year 4 British Museum 
Last Thursday, Year 4 visited the British Museum as part of the 
'Masks and Minotaurs' topic. The children had great fun 
sketching some of the exhibits and finding the answers to 
questions about Greek gods and goddesses as well as everyday 
life in Ancient Greece. The day also took in lunch in the Spring 
sunshine, a whirlwind tour of other parts of the Museum, and a 
return journey in a very crowded Tube carriage which the 
children managed very calmly and sensibly. 
 

Easter Raffle 
Once again the Easter Raffle lived up to billing as an incredible 
array of chocolate hampers and Easter eggs went up for grabs. 
After a late surge for tickets, the raffle got underway and there 
was much excitement, and a few tears, as the hampers were 
won and lost. Winners are of course very welcome to share 
their spoils. Thanks to the PSA for organising this poplar event 
that has become such a favourite on the school calendar.  
 

Class assemblies 

 
March has seen three fantastic class assemblies which have 
been hugely appreciated by children and parents. Lucie’s 
Reception class shared their love of books with some great 
storytelling. Peter’s class introduced us to the myths and 
legends of Ancient Greece through the TV programme ‘The 

Myth’ (complete with swivel chairs just like the ones from the 
‘The Voice’). 

 
This was followed by Sharon’s Year 4 class, who recreated the 
epic adventures of Jason and The Argonauts on his way to 
claiming the Golden Fleece. All were assemblies of the highest 
quality that left a whole-school audience entertained and 
impressed. 
 

One World Evening 
Our very popular ‘One World’ event will be held at school on 
Friday 9 May 6.30pm-8.30pm. ‘One World’ celebrates the 
diversity of our school with all our different cultures. Everyone 
is encouraged to bring a plate of food from their home country 
which is laid out in a grand buffet in the Main Hall. To add to 
the atmosphere, adults and children are encouraged to dress-
up in a national costume. Along with the children’s disco in the 
Gym, we are putting together a great line-up of live music from 
around the world (including bagpipes). The PSA will be selling 
tickets for the event in the playground after school following 
the Easter holidays. Please contact your Class Reps if you are 
able to volunteer to help on the day. 
 

Important dates for your diary 
Once again this is a very busy term, so please make sure you 
have the important dates firmly in your diaries: 
 
Term Starts 
 

Tuesday 22nd April 

Allotment Working Party 
 

Saturday 26th April 

Bank Holiday Monday 5th May 
 

One World Evening 
 

Friday 9th May 

Year 6 SATs Week w/c Monday 12th May 
 

School Closed – Elections 
 

Thursday 22nd May 

Half-term week 
 

w/c Monday 26th May 

Sumer Fair 
 

Saturday 28th June 

Term ends 
 

Friday 18th July 

 
That’s all for now. I hope you all have a really well deserved 
holiday. 
 
With best wishes 

William 
William Dean 
Headteacher  

 


